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Session 1

THE MOTIVE: The Glory of God

For many years at Grace Life Church we have been striving (by God’s grace) to
live according to the Scriptures both as individuals and as a local church body.
We still have a long way to go in our sanctification!  Our pastor likes to say it this
way:  “At Grace Life we are striving not to build a great church, but a true church.”

What is a healthy church?  What is the purpose of a healthy church?  We answer
those questions with a statement we call our Purpose Statement:

The purpose of Grace Life Church
is to glorify God by obediently 

making and equipping disciples of Christ, 
in the Shoals and throughout the world,

by the power of the Spirit.

OUR CHIEF MOTIVATION: To Glorify God

There is one fundamental motivation that serves as both the starting point 
and the end goal for everything that is said and done at Grace Life Church — 
THE GLORY OF GOD!  Indeed, the glory of God should be the motivating
factor for every Christian in his/her service to the Lord in every area of life. 
God’s glory is most prominent in His own thoughts and thus must be most
prominent in the thoughts of man as well.

Psalm 106:8 — Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of  His name, 
that He might make His power known.

E   zekiel 20:9 — But I acted for the sake of  My name, that it should not be 
profaned in the sight of  the nations among whom they lived, in whose sight 
I made Myself  known to them by bringing them out of  the land of  Egypt.

I.
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Ephesians 1:5-6 — He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 
to Himself, according to the kind intention of  His will, to the praise of  the 
glory of  His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Ephesians 3:21— To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations forever and ever. Amen.

As you can see from the verses listed above, God is motivated to act on 
behalf of the fame of His Name.  Throughout both the Old Testament and 
New Testament there is always One Who is worthy of praise, worship, and 
adoration.  It is not one of the famous Bible characters nor is it an angel. 
It is God Himself!  Since the glory of God is the prominent theme in the 
Bible, we desire for Grace Life Church to be a local church that is 
GLORY OF GOD FOCUSED!

1 Corinthians 10:31 — Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of  God.

Westminster Shorter Catechism:

“What is the chief end of man?”  
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”

Revelation 4:11 — Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory 
and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of  Your will 
they existed, and were created.

Since our desire is to bring glory to God in the context of the local church, 
we believe that God’s Word must be our guide on how to organize our 
ministries so as to effectively minister in a way that pleases our Lord.  
Glory of God focused ministry in the local church begins with a desire 
for obedience to our Lord’s instructions.
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GLORY OF GOD MOTIVATED OBEDIENCE

It must be stated that obedience is not our goal.  Remember, our goal is to 
bring glory and honor to God. However, when one’s goal is to glorify God, 
then a desire to obey God and honor the instructions in His Word will be a 
necessary fruit in striving to achieve that goal.

John 14:15 — If  you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

1 John 2:3-6 — By this we know that we have come to know Him, if  we keep His
commandments.  The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep 
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His 
word, in him the love of  God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are 
in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself  to walk in the same 
manner as He walked.

Obedience to the Word of God is the way we can ensure that we are striving to
do God’s work in the local church in the way that God prescribed for us to fulfill
His plan.  The Word of God is sufficient to instruct us on what the church’s 
purpose is to be and how we are to structure the church in order to accomplish
God’s purpose for it.  Man’s wisdom is simply unable to instruct us in either of
these things.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 — All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of  God 
may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

1 Corinthians 3:19 — For the wisdom of  this world is foolishness before God. 
For it is written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR
CRAFTINESS.”

Psalm 119:99 — I have more insight than all my teachers, for Your testimonies 
are my meditation.

“. . . the purpose statement (of the local church) must be thoroughly
biblical, not just biblically supported or biblically sound . . . but totally
and fully God’s will for His church as revealed in Scripture.” - Jeff Noblit

Our desire as we strive to honor and glorify God is that we be Bible-saturated at
Grace Life! It is not enough for us to refer to the Bible occasionally, but we must
obey the Bible and make it the rule and guide of the church.



THE MAKING AND EQUIPPING OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

“Making and equipping disciples of Christ is the work of the 
church.”    - Jeff Noblit

As we seek to glorify God by obediently living out the truths of God’s Word 
as individuals and as a local church, there is one main task that we strive to 
accomplish – the making and equipping of disciples of Christ.  As stated 
above, this task is not merely one aspect of the church’s role, but rather is 
its main commission from God!  The church that has ceased from making 
and equipping new disciples has strayed from her main calling given to her 
by her Master.

Matthew 28:18-20 — And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of  all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of  the age.”

Acts 2:41 — So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day
there were added about three thousand souls.

Acts 4:4  — But many of  those who had heard the message believed; and the number of  the
men came to be about five thousand.

The church must not stop at making disciples but also must equip them to live
Christ-like lives in the midst of a culture that is hostile to our Lord.  We should
not forget that the Great Commission was an educational commission.

Matthew 28:20 — Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of  the age.

Colossians 1:28-29 — We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every
man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. For this
purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

Ephesians 4:11-12 — And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some
as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of  the saints for the
work of  service, to the building up of  the body of  Christ.
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Being a disciple of the Lord Jesus entails much more than simply going through
a set of “religious motions” and then attending church.  To be a disciple of Jesus
Christ is to have your life changed by the Gospel so that it is re-oriented around
the teachings of God’s Word in a way that greatly impacts the way you think, 
believe, and live.

THE SCOPE OF MINISTRY: In the Shoals and Throughout the World

“The scope of our ministry can be no less than the scope of the heart 
of God.  Every church should have on its heart what is on the heart
of God – THE WORLD.” - Jeff Noblit

Our desire at Grace Life is to minister the Gospel both locally and globally.  God
deserves to be worshipped both in the Shoals and throughout the world!  This
is why we want to continue to actively involve ourselves in missions in our local
community and in different locations around the world.

Matthew 28:19 — Go therefore and make disciples of  all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of  the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8 — But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even
to the remotest part of  the earth.

Mark 16:15 — And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
all creation.”

Missions is not an activity that should be delegated to a missions board or only a
select group of individuals.  Every Christian has the privilege and duty to actively
engage the world with the good news of Jesus Christ!  Each person may play a
different part in the missions endeavor, but no one should be a spectator.



SPIRIT EMPOWERED GOSPEL MINISTRY

All of this may seem overwhelming when we consider what our Lord has 
called us to be and to do as a church.  In fact, it would be impossible for us to 
accomplish these callings unless we were supernaturally empowered by God 
to live out these truths.  The good news is that we ARE empowered by God to
carry out His will through the person of the Holy Spirit who lives in each of us!

Matthew 28:20 — Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of  the age.

Zechariah 4:6 — Then he said to me, “This is the word of  the LORD to Zerubbabel
saying, ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of  hosts.”

Colossians 1:28-29 — We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every
man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. For this
purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

John 14:16-17 — I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He
may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of  truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with
you and will be in you.

Each of us is inherently weak in and of ourselves.  Apart from the power of the
Spirit at work in us, we are incapable of serving our Lord.  But, the Spirit works in
and through each of us to strengthen us daily and equip us to fulfill God’s calling
on each of our lives.

2 Corinthians 4:7 — But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the 
surpassing greatness of  the power will be of  God and not from ourselves;

8

Session 1     —    THE MOTIVE:  The Glory of God

V.



At Grace Life Church, there are three methods (or strategies) that guide how 
we function as a local church and that help us stay focused on our purpose of 
glorifying God.  Each of these methods has been derived from the study of 
God’s Word.  We have sought not to build a local church around man’s felt 
needs or the desires of an ever-changing culture.  Rather, we believe that God’s
Word is a sufficient source of wisdom which directs us how we should seek to
structure the ministry of the local church.

The first method that is a vital strategy in serving the Lord at Grace Life is
Congregational Worship.  

As you can see from this definition, the corporate gatherings of God’s local
church should not be taken lightly, but rather looked upon as a vital element in
the spiritual life of each Christian.  As we will see, God’s Word is filled with
exhortations concerning the gathering of the local church.

Session 2

THE METHODS:
Part 1 — Congregational Worship
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CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP:

The church assembled to be strengthened
by the preaching of the Word, to reinforce

the faith through song, and to express
congregational praise and worship

to Christ, our Audience.
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Deuteronomy 31:10-12 — Then Moses commanded them, saying, “At the end 
of  every seven years, at the time of  the year of  remission of  debts, at the Feast of  
Booths, when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place
which He will choose, you shall read this law in front of  all Israel in their
hearing.  Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and the
alien who is in your town, so that they may hear and learn and fear the Lord
your God, and be careful to observe all the words of  this law.”

Nehemiah 8:2-4 — Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly
of  men, women and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day
of  the seventh month.  He read from it before the square which was in front of
the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of  men and
women, those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to the
book of  the law.  Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made
for the purpose.

B. New Testament Examples of the Assembly of God’s People

“ . . . every reader of the New Testament discusses, that the first
Christians were formed into religious assemblies, to which epistles
(letters) were directed; and which acted, and were required to act, 
as organized bodies.”      - J. L. Dagg

Hebrews 10:24-25 — And let us consider how to stimulate one another to
love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the
habit of  some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the
day drawing near.

THE CHURCH ASSEMBLED

A. Old Testament Examples of the Assembly of God’s People

We learn from the Old Testament that God often called the people of
Israel together into an assembly.  There were different reasons for their
assemblies that at times included activities such as feasts, the reading
of the Law, or the proclamation of God’s Word from a scribe or prophet.
We know that Israel is not the same as the church, but the principle of 
God calling His chosen people to gather together in corporate settings 
is consistent from Old Testament to New Testament.

I.



Acts 6:5 — The statement found approval with the whole congregation;
and they chose Stephen, a man full of  faith and of  the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte 
from Antioch.

1 Corinthians 11:18 — For, in the first place, when you come together as 
a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it.

The term most often used to denote a local church in the New Testament is
the Greek word, “ekklesia.”  According to Greek scholars, the word  “ekklesia”
signifies an assembly of people.  In other words, where there is no regular
pattern of believers assembling together, there can be no local church!

THE PRIORITy Of THE PREACHED WORD

When many think of times of congregational worship, they primarily think 
of music and singing praise songs.  While music does play a vital role in our 
corporate gatherings, the preaching of God’s Word is the highest form of 
worship in the gathered assembly.

“ . . . everything else ought to build to the preaching of the Word, for
that is when the God of whom we have been speaking and singing
speaks to us from His eternal and perfect Word.”     - Al Mohler

A. Old Testament Examples of Preaching God’s Word

Exodus 35:1 — Then Moses assembled all the congregation of  the sons of  Israel,
and said to them, “These are the things that the Lord has commanded you to do.” 

Nehemiah 8:2-4 — Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of
men, women and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of  the
seventh month. He read from it before the square which was in front of  the Water 
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of  men and women, those
who could understand; and all the people were attentive to the book of  the law.
Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made for the purpose.
They read from the book, from the law of  God, translating to give the sense so that 
they understood the reading.

In the Old Testament, God was still giving direct revelation of His message by 
mediating it through chosen men.  They did not yet have the completed
canon of Scripture but, nonetheless, proclaimed the Word of God to those
God sent them.

II .
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B. New Testament Examples of Preaching God’s Word

2 Timothy 4:1-2 — I solemnly charge you in the presence of  God and of  Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of  season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with great patience and instruction.

1 Timothy 4:13-15 — Until I come, give attention to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.  Do not neglect the spiritual gift within
you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on
of  hands by the presbytery.  Take pains with these things; be absorbed in them,
so that your progress will be evident to all.

Acts 6:4 — But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of  the word.

It is clear that the preaching of God’s Word was of utmost importance in
the early days of the church.  If it carried that much significance at the 
beginnings of local church life, how much more should we seek to
continue to focus on preaching as the pinnacle of our assembled worship?

“A healthy church is a church that hears the Word of God 
and continues to hear the Word of God.”     - Mark Dever

WORSHIP THROUGH SONG IN THE ASSEMBLED CHURCH

A. Music Serves to Reinforce the Faith Through Song

Singing and instrumentation are the means to an end and NOT the end
itself.  We sing to teach and admonish one another.  Music is to accompany
the message of the song.

“The key element in our singing is not tune but truth.”     - Jeff Noblit

Colossians 3:16 — Let the word of  Christ richly dwell within you, with all
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
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B. Music Serves to Express Congregational Praise and Worship
to Christ, Our Audience.

The audience is not the person in the pew.  But rather it is the King of
Heaven.  Worship through song is not meant to draw attention to a soloist,
choir, or orchestra.  It is meant to be directed toward the One Who alone
is worthy of praise! 

Hebrews 13:15 — Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of  lips that give thanks to His name.

Psalm 40:3 — He put a new song in my mouth, a song of  praise to our God;
Many will see and fear and will trust in the Lord.

Ephesians 5:19 — Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.

The purpose of the music program of Grace Life Church
is to lead the church family to glorify God and to edify
one another through singing and instrumentation,

ministering with spiritual passion and doctrinal integrity, 
while maintaining high standards of musical excellence.

CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP ExPRESSED THROUGH 
THE ORDINANCES AND GIvING

In addition to the preaching of God’s Word and the singing of songs in praise to
our Lord, there are a few other practices that are regularly done in our gathered
assembly.  We consider these items to also be expressions of worship.

A. The Practice of Believer’s Baptism

Baptism marks out a person as one who is probably stating that they have 
experienced Gospel conversion, have been united together with Christ,
and desire to testify that he/she now has a desire to become as one of
Christ’s disciples.



Three statements regarding baptism at GLC:

1. Baptism identifies the believer as a disciple of Jesus

Acts 2:41a — So then, those who had received his word were baptized

2. Baptism proclaims the believer’s death to sin, self, Satan, and 
the world, and his resurrection to new life.

Romans 6:3-5 — Or do you not know that all of  us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried 
with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of  the Father, so we too might walk in newness of  life. For if  we 
have become united with Him in the likeness of  His death, certainly we shall also 
be in the likeness of  His resurrection.

3. Baptism identifies the believer with a local church

Acts 2:41b — And that day there were added about three thousand souls.

Three statements regarding the Lord’s Supper at GLC:

1. The Lord’s Supper leads us to worship by remembrance.

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 — For I received from the Lord that which I also 
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed
took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is
My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of  Me.”  In the same way
He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  Me.”

14
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“ . . . the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance to be observed 
repeatedly throughout the Christian’s life as a sign 
of continuing in fellowship with Christ.”    - Wayne Grudem
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2. The Lord’s Supper produces healthy soul searching in the believer’s life.

1 Corinthians 11:27-32 — Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the
cup of  the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of  the body and the
blood of  the Lord.  But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to
eat of  the bread and drink of  the cup.  For he who eats and drinks, eats and
drinks judgment to himself  if  he does not judge the body rightly.  For this reason
many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.  But if  we judged
ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.  But when we are judged, we are
disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.

3. The Lord’s Supper leads us to worship in anticipation.

Matthew 26:29 — “But I say to you, I will not drink of  this fruit of  the
vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My
Father’s kingdom.

Giving regularly of our finances should not be viewed as a begrudging 
obligation, but rather as an act of joyful worship through our efforts in 
being faithful stewards of the resources God has given us.

Three ways in which we give to support God’s work through GLC:

1. Tithing is for ongoing needs of the local church.

Leviticus 27:30 — Thus all the tithe of  the land, of  the seed of  the land 
or of  the fruit of  the tree, is the LORD’S; it is holy to the LORD.

Matthew 23:23 — Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe 
mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of  the
law:  justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should
have done without neglecting the others.

C. The Practice of Giving



2. faith Commitment is for world missions.

2 Corinthians 9:1-7 — For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this 
ministry to the saints; for I know your readiness, of  which I boast about you to 
the Macedonians, namely, that Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your 
zeal has stirred up most of  them.  But I have sent the brethren, in order that our 
boasting about you may not be made empty in this case, so that, as I was saying, 
you may be prepared; otherwise if  any Macedonians come with me and find you 
unprepared, we—not to speak of  you—will be put to shame by this confidence.
So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you 
and arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same 
would be ready as a bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness.  Now this I say, 
he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully.  Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not 
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

3. Lifestyle sacrifice is for special needs.

2 Samuel 24:24 — However, the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely 
buy it from you for a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my 
God which cost me nothing.”  So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen 
for fifty shekels of  silver.

2 Corinthians 8:3 — For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond 
their ability, they gave of  their own accord.

Congregational worship is no small matter in the local church!  It is the time
when the church gathers together to worship the Lord as a people who have
been bought by the blood of Jesus Christ.  When one realizes that God has
saved us so that we may worship Him, the assembled gatherings of the local
church look less like an obligation and more like a grace-wrought privilege for
the sinner redeemed by the blood of the Lamb!
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THE METHODS:
Part 2 — Small Group Ministry

In addition to congregational worship, one of the vital strategies for ministry 
at Grace Life Church is found in the context of our Small Groups.  We believe
that God has equipped every Christian with gifts and abilities that He desires
for them to use for the strengthening of the body of Christ.  Small Group 
Ministry is the primary place where church members can use their gifts for 
the glory of God and for the building up of the local church family.

1 Corinthians 12:18 — But now God has placed the members, each one of  them, 
in the body, just as He desired.

1 Corinthians 12:25-26 — So that there may be no division in the body, but that 
the members may have the same care for one another.  And if  one member suffers, all 
the members suffer with it; if  one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

Ephesians 4:12 — …For the equipping of  the saints for the work of  service, to 
the building up of  the body of  Christ.

How are Small Groups utilized to accomplish our purpose as a church?  
The following Small Group Strategy Statement sums up the ministry we 
pray takes place each week among the members at Grace Life:

17

Small Group StrateGy Statement:

the church organized into small groups 
(Sunday School) to evangelize the lost, 

equip the saved, and provide fellowship
to meet individual needs.



THE CHURCH ORGANIZED

Our God is a God of organization. This is clearly seen in Genesis 1:1-31 as He
created the universe in an organized fashion.  The organizing of God’s people 
for effective ministry is taught in the Old and New Testaments.

1 Corinthians 14:40 — But all things must be done properly and in an 
orderly manner. 

Exodus 18:19-22 — Now listen to me: I will give you counsel, and God be with you. 
You be the people’s representative before God, and you bring the disputes to God, then 
teach them the statutes and the laws, and make known to them the way in which they 
are to walk and the work they are to do. Furthermore, you shall select out of  all the 
people able men who fear God, men of  truth, those who hate dishonest gain; and you 
shall place these over them as leaders of  thousands, of  hundreds, of  fifties and of  tens. 
Let them judge the people at all times; and let it be that every major dispute they will 
bring to you, but every minor dispute they themselves will judge. So it will be easier 
for you, and they will bear the burden with you.

CREATING SMALL GROUPS FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY

God implemented small groups to help His people effectively minister to each
other.  Jesus organized His followers into small groups as well.  We see it in the
choosing of His disciples.

Luke 6:12-13 — It was at this time that He went off  to the mountain to pray, 
and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.  And when day came,  He called
His disciples to Him and chose twelve of  them, whom He also named as apostles.

The early church met from house to house in order to minister to one another.

Acts 2:41, 46 — So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that
day there were added about three thousand souls.  Day by day continuing with one
mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their 
meals together with gladness and sincerity of  heart.

“It is impossible for a church to obey Scripture and to minister 
effectively without a well organized Small Group Ministry.”    

- Jeff Noblit
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WORKING TOGETHER TO EVANGELIZE THE LOST

Acts 5:42 — And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on 
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

Romans 12:6-10 — Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, 
each of  us is to exercise them accordingly: if  prophecy, according to the proportion of  his 
faith; if  service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts,
in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; cling 
to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one 
another in honor. 

The spreading of the Gospel (the Good News) is one of the first commands to the
church.  As soon as we see the establishment of the early church, we see Christians
evangelizing through small groups.  Through the dynamics of Small Groups, all
church members can (and should) be involved in evangelism.

All Christians must begin to see the importance of their being involved 
in evangelism:

1. Because all Christians are commanded to be witnesses of the Gospel
to all men in every nation

John 20:21 — So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father 
has sent Me, I also send you.”

Matthew 28:18-19 — And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, all authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of  
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8 — But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and even to the remotest part of  the earth. 

These commands of Jesus are all the biblical basis that we, as His followers, 
need in order to know and understand our responsibility to be witnesses of 
His glory!
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2. Because the Gospel is the lost world’s only hope

Romans 15:13 — Now may the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of  the Holy Spirit. 

From Genesis to Revelation the Bible is clear…because of sin man has no 
hope without the hearing and receiving of the Gospel.

John 14:6 — Jesus said to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through Me. 

Ephesians 2:12-13 — Remember that you were at that time separate from 
Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of  Israel, and strangers to the covenants 
of  promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ 
Jesus you who formerly were far off  have been brought near by the blood of  Christ.

One of our goals as Christians is to take the Gospel to all those who have 
no hope.  Here at Grace Life our efforts to fulfill this responsibility are 
primarily coordinated and carried out in Small Groups.  As a team, the 
Small Groups can reach the lost. 

One of the key components of Small Group evangelism is open enrollment.
This is a way that church members can go out into the community and 
make contact with the lost and/or people who do not have a current church
home, asking them to allow us to place them on one of our Small Group 
rolls so that we as a church (Small Group) can begin to pray for them, and 
reach out and minister to them.

3. Because the glory of God is everything

The spreading of the Gospel  and seeing lost sinners come to know God 
through repentance and faith is more about God than about man.

Ephesians 1:5-6 — He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ
to Himself, according to the kind intention of  His will, to the praise of  the glory 
of  His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

Ephesians 1:12 — …To the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
would be to the praise of  His glory.

Ephesians 1:14 — Who is given as a pledge of  our inheritance, with a view to 
the redemption of  God's own possession, to the praise of  His glory. 
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Everything we are…everything we do…everywhere we go…the followers 
of Christ are to be witnesses of God’s glory and grace toward us in 
Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 10:31 — Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of  God. 

WORKING TOGETHER TO EQUIP THE SAVED

God established a system of Christians equipping Christians.

• Jesus equipped believers using small groups.

Luke 6:12-13 — It was at this time that He went off  to the mountain to pray, 
and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.  And when day came,  He called 
His disciples to Him and chose twelve of  them, whom He also named as apostles.

• the apostles used small groups to equip believers in the first church.

Acts 2:42, 46 — They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and to prayer.  Day by day 
continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 
they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of  heart.

• the apostle paul used small groups to equip believers in the 
Gentile church.

Colossians 1:28-29 — We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching 
every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 
For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works 
within me. 

2 Timothy 2:2 — The things which you have heard from me in the presence of  
many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

The system that Paul taught for getting the work of the ministry done is 
plain and simple.

Ephesians 4:11-12 — And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of  the 
saints for the work of  service, to the building up of  the body of  Christ.

1. For the equipping of the saints
2. For the work of service
3. To the building up of the body of Christ



As Christians are equipped by their pastors at Grace Life, they are also 
provided the venue of Small Groups to exercise their God-given gifts 
in the service of the body.

Question: What are some practical ways that we can grow together in 
Small Groups to assist our leaders in equipping the saved?

1. The Small Group lesson time —

In the Small Group setting we can study together and work
to provide a forum for openness in which we can help other 
Christians to grow as we discuss how the Scriptures have
affected our life, the life of our family, and the life of 
our church.

2. As Christians we have a responsibility to live out the essential 
principle of modeling —

We can do that in many ways, some of which are:  
prayer, evangelism, personal Bible study, accountability, 
strengthening homes, church discipline, the use of gifts.

WORKING TOGETHER TO PROVIDE FELLOWSHIP AND 
MEET INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

“Spiritual bonding builds trust and transparency which is
necessary for meeting individual needs.”      - Jeff Noblit

In the Small Group our goal is to provide a freedom of fellowship as well as a
forum for fellowship among the group.  This fellowship, both the forum provided
and the freedom of it, has as its goal the spiritual bonding together of the Small
Group.  When Spiritual bonding occurs within the fellowship of your Small
Group, then there will be a freedom to meet deep individual needs.

A. Some May Need Help to Repent of Sin

Matthew 18:15-17 — If  your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; 
if  he listens to you, you have won your brother.  But if  he does not listen to you, 
take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of  two or three witnesses 
every fact may be confirmed.  If  he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if  he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. 
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Galatians 6:2 — Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of  Christ.

Luke 17:3-4 — Be on your guard!  If  your brother sins, rebuke him; and if  he repents, 
forgive him.  And if  he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven 
times, saying, “I repent,” forgive him. 

B. Some May Need Help to Overcome Sin

Galatians 6:1-2 — Brethren, even if  anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are 
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of  gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so 
that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the 
law of  Christ. 

James 5:19-20 — My brethren, if  any among you strays from the truth and one 
turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of  his way 
will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of  sins. 

C. Some May Need Help With a Physical Crisis

James 2:15-16 — If  a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of  daily food, 
and one of  you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do 
not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 

Matthew 25:34-40 — Then the King will say to those on His right, “Come, you 
who are blessed of  My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of  the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was 
thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 
naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you 
came to Me.”  Then the righteous will answer Him, “Lord, when did we see You 
hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  When did we 
see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  When did we see You 
sick, or in prison, and come to You?”  The King will answer and say to them, “Truly 
I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of  these brothers of  Mine, even the 
least of  them, you did it to Me.” 

D. Some May Need Help in a Time of Bereavement and Sorrows

1 Corinthians 12:26a — And if  one member suffers, all the members suffer with it.

Romans 12:15 — Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 

E. Some May Need Encouragement and Consolation

Hebrews 10:24-25 — And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love 
and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of  some, 
but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.



As each of us exercises our own gifts according to the grace given to us 
(Hebrews 12:6), we will meet one another’s needs.

Galatians 6:4-5 — But each one must examine his own work, and then he will 
have reason for boasting in regard to himself  alone, and not in regard to another. 
For each one will bear his own load. 

As Christians we must not be concerned about what others are or are not
doing…but must work to be obedient to use the gifts that we have been
given…and the body of Christ will be built up.

Speaking of Christ, the Apostle Paul said…

Ephesians 4:16 — From whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by
what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of  each individual part, 
causes the growth of  the body for the building up of  itself  in love. 

Serving one another will bring glory to God.

John 13:35 — By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if  you have 
love for one another.

Luke 17:10 — So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded 
you, say, “We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to 
have done.”
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session 4

THE METHODS:
Part 3 — World Missions

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not meant to be bottled up and shared only with a
select few people who reside in a select few locations.  The Gospel is a message
of good news that is meant to be taken into all the world!  God deserves to be
worshipped by every tribe, tongue, and nation on this earth.  This will happen
when the Gospel penetrates into the dark corners of this globe and is used to
bring men to repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!

Isaiah 49:6 — He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to
raise up the tribes of  Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of  Israel; I will also make
You a light of  the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of  the earth.”

Missions is not just the task of a few Christians called to labor in foreign lands.
Missions is an endeavor that requires the active involvement of every church
member if we are to be effective in spreading the Gospel to all the world.  The 
following World Missions Strategy Statement sums up our strategy for being 
involved in spreading God’s fame to all the nations:

25

World Missions strategy stateMent:

the entire local church family 
personally and strategically involved 

in world missions, mobilizing laborers, 
prayer, and finances to the end of 
glorifying god among all people.
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Personalized, strategic World Missions Ministry

a. Missions is done by the entire local church Family

God has called His people to make world missions a top priority.

1. In the Old Testament

Psalm 67:1-2 — God be gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to 
shine upon us—that Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation 
among all nations.

Psalm 96:3 — Tell of  His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds 
among all the peoples. 

2. In the New Testament

Matthew 28:18-20 — And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying,
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore 
and make disciples of  all the nations, baptizing them in the name of  the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of  the age.”

Mark 16:15 — And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation.”

Acts 1:8 — But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of  the earth.

B. Missions involvement is Both Personalized and strategic

1. Personalizing Missions

• We must have a personalized approach rather than an 
institutionalized approach.

“personalized” = ownership and responsibility
“institutionalized” = throw some money at it

i.
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• To the average person in a church, missions is associated with an 
institution rather than a person or a place!  Personalizing missions 
allows every church member to connect to missionaries in a way 
that is real and meaningful instead of abstract and distant.

• How do we personalize missions?

- True Church Conference
- Small Group adoption
- Families hosting attendees/missionaries
- Informational handouts
- Internet

• The first World Impact Conference:

Acts 14:26-28 — From there they sailed to Antioch, from which they 
had been commended to the grace of  God for the work that they had 
accomplished.  When they had arrived and gathered the church together, 
they began to report all things that God had done with them and how 
He had opened a door of  faith to the Gentiles.  And they spent a long 
time with the disciples.

Acts 13:2-3 — While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
to which I have called them.”  Then, when they had fasted and prayed 
and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.

• Three Key Components of the True Church Conference:

1. Inspiration (the Word is preached concerning missions)

2. Personalization (the world is brought to the church)

3. Mobilization

a. Laborers are mobilized

b. Prayer is mobilized

c. Finances are mobilized

2. Strategic Involvement

• From the Word, following the leadership of the Spirit, we have 
developed a strategic approach in two major areas:

A. Type of mission work

B. Place of mission work



c. Mobilizing laborers, Prayer, and Finances for Missions

1. Mobilizing Laborers
2. Mobilizing Prayer
3. Mobilizing Finances

d. the goal of Missions is glorifying god among all Peoples

“Missions exist because worship doesn’t.”      
- John Piper

2 Peter 1:12-13 — Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of  
these things, even though you already know them, and have been established 
in the truth which is present with you.  And I consider it right, as long as I 
am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of  reminder.

Peter says – I’m MOBILIZING you, moving you out!

World iMPacting Missions oF grace liFe church 

a. anchored in truth Missions

1. Ministry of the Word (Preaching/Teaching) 

The foundational ministry of God’s church is the preaching of the 
Word of God in the power of the Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16-4:2).  Through
Anchored in Truth Ministries, we strive to advance the ministry of the 
Word through the internet, radio, literature, and conferences. 
Conservative estimates are that we impact more than 35,000 people
per month through Anchored in Truth.

a. Internet
b. Radio
c. Literature
d. Conferences

28

session 4     —    THE METHODS:  Part 3,  World Missions

ii .



session 4     —    THE METHODS:  Part 3,  World Missions

29

2. Church Plants

These are mission fellowships of Grace Life Church of the Shoals. 
They became acquainted with us primarily through our website.  These 
fellowships have asked for our oversight in establishing a new church.  
The individuals of each fellowship are actual members of Grace Life 
Church of the Shoals and will remain so until each fellowship is ready 
to constitute as a new local church.  Anchored in Truth Ministries is our 
church’s mission arm to carry out this vital, growing ministry.

1. Grace Life Church, Greater Des Moines, IA Pastor Seth Channell
2. Grace Life Church, Metro Manila, Philippines Pastor Ira Ogatis
3. Grace Life Church, Pinedale, WY Pastor Jason Reasor
4. Grace Life Church, Pryor, OK Pastor Derek Melton
5. Grace Life Church, Richland Center, WI Pastor Mike Kleinsasser
6. Grace Life Church, Senatobia, MS Pastor Chris Twilley
7. Grace Life Church, Tupe & Aiza, Peru Pastor Juan Tacsa
8. Grace Life Hispanic Church, Muscle Shoals, AL Luke Baker
9. Redeeming Grace Church, Nazareth, PA Pastor Matt Fortunato
10. Redeeming Grace Church, Pittsburgh, PA Pastor Josh Tancordo
11. Christ Baptist Church, Rutherford County, TN Pastor David Brown

3. Church Partners

These partnerships require less involvement than a church plant.  These are 
younger or revitalized local churches who have asked Grace Life Church of the 
Shoals to come alongside for the purpose of edification and encouragement in 
their striving to build a true church. 

The partnership agreement involves each church committing to participate in 
doctrinal and practical studies led and overseen by Grace Life Church of the 
Shoals.  Most of these studies are facilitated by the internet and do not require 
on-site instruction.  Anchored in Truth Ministries is our church’s mission arm to 
carry out this vital, growing ministry.

1. Grace Life Church, Dallas, TX
2. Grace Life Church, Lake City, FL
3. Beacon of Hope Baptist Church, Whittier, NC
4. Berean Baptist Church, Rayville, LA
5. Calvary Fellowship, Asheville, NC
6. Goodlett Baptist Church, Quanah, TX
7. Grace Covenant Fellowship, Arab, AL
8. Great Commission Church, Olive Branch, MS
9. New Hope Church, Kokomo, IN

(continued on next page)



10. New Life Baptist, Collinwood, TN
11. New Salem Church, Pittsboro, NC
12. Nola Baptist Church, Sontag, MS
13. Providence Village Baptist Church, Lake Butler, FL
14. Temple Baptist Church, Smithville, TN
15. Grace Reformed Baptist Church, Chattanooga, TN
16. First Baptist Church, Lake Butler, FL
17. Grace Baptist Church, Selkirk, Manitoba, Canada

B. directly supported Missionaries

These individuals receive direct support from Grace Life Church
of the Shoals both financially and through prayer.

1. Pastor Timoteo Ogatis Philippines
2. Pastor Conrad Mbewe Zambia
3. Pastor Sonny Simak United Kingdom
4. Pastor Elcio Lopes Brazil
5. Pastor Ryan King United Kingdom
6. Pastor Juan Tacsa Peru
7. Pastor Michael Waldrop Utah
8. Kenan Plunk Colombia
9. Kevin Millard Brazil
10. Barry King England
11. Harry Gebert Undisclosed
12. Ali McLachlan Scotland
13. Steven Jobert Taiwan
14. Eric Carpenter Nepal
15. Steve Missios Austria
16. Daniel Shwe United Kingdom
17. David Miller Line Upon Line Ministries

c. agencies, societies, & institutes

Grace Life Church of the Shoals partners with these groups in their 
worldwide evangelization efforts.

1. Cooperative Program (Southern Baptist Convention, SBC)
2. International Mission Board (SBC)
3. North American Mission Board (SBC)
4. Alabama Children’s Home (SBC)
5. Colbert-Lauderdale Baptist Association (SBC)
6. Gideons International
7. Shoals Sav-a-Life
8. Southern Seminary
9. Voice of the Martrys30

session 4     —    THE METHODS:  Part 3,  World Missions



session 4     —    THE METHODS: Part 3,  World Missions

31

d. grace life church of the shoals Mission Journeys

Members of Grace Life Church of the Shoals are personally involved in 
strategic, hands-on, short-term efforts with a high priority on developing 
leadership, teaching sound doctrine, and evangelization.

We truly desire that the entire local church family be enthusiastically involved in
God’s plan of making disciples among all the nations.  Some will be involved by
PRAYING for missionaries and unreached peoples.  Some will GIVE their money 
to support the continued work of taking the Gospel to the nations.  Some will 
actually GO to other places in our world and be ambassadors for the Gospel.
Many will do all three!

Whether you PRAY, GIVE, or GO, our desire is that we all partner together to
spread the supremacy of God to every tribe, tongue, and nation to the end that
God receive glory!
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Our desire is to conform our church covenant to the Word of God.  We are 
seeking to commit to one another before the Lord to pursuing a life of 
godliness—NOT perfection—but a life that is committed to honoring the 
Lord and living out His truths in such a way that others around us are 
impacted by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

If living for Jesus requires some commitment (and it does), then surely we
should be willing to make a few covenant commitments to one another in the
life of the local church.  These commitments are really nothing more than basic
Christianity!  They are the mandates our Lord gives to us as Christians that are 
to be lived out in the ebb and flow of our lives.  They are the marks of a healthy
Christian/church member!  We want to strive to develop a community that is
formed by the Gospel and motivated by God’s glory to live out our lives in 
such a way that our testimonies draw people’s gaze to the Savior!

“ …membership is not simply the record of a statement we once 
made or of affection toward a favorite place. It must be the reflection
of a living commitment or it is worthless.”      - Mark Dever

Session 5

THE MANDATES:
Covenant Commitments for Healthy Church Life

MANDATE #1:   THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN LOVE

Love is a word that is tossed around very haphazardly in our world and our  
relationships today. Much of what people say about it is both woefully short 
of God’s standard written in His Word and terribly polluted with the stain of 
selfishness.  This is why we must look to God’s Word and obtain His standard 
and definition of love and let it inform us of how we are to carry out biblical love.

I.
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A. Our Example of Love

Love is an essential part of the character of God.  Love is not just a word God 
utters to us nor is it just an action that He performs toward us.  Love originates
from the very being of God Himself!

1 John 4:16 — We have come to know and have believed the love which God has 
for us.  God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him.

1 John 4:7-8 — Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone 
who loves is born of  God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know
God, for God is love.

Lest we be tempted to think of love purely from an abstract point of view, 
we must remember that God has demonstrated His love toward man in 
numerous ways.  But, He has primarily shown His love toward man in ONE
SUPREME WAY—THE GOSPEL!

Romans 5:8 — But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

B. Our Practice of Love

Just as our Lord demonstrated His own love toward us, so we are called to
demonstrate love toward others.  This life of loving others fleshes itself out 
in two different spheres of our lives:

1. Love to mankind in general

Matthew 22:39 — The second is like it, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’

Matthew 5:43-48 — You have heard that it was said, “YOU SHALL 
LOVE  YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.”  But I say to you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of
your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if  you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same?  If  you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 
others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.
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Jesus’ ministry demonstrated acts of kindness toward the poor, lame, 
crippled, and less fortunate in His region of ministry.  He ministered to 
women, to children, to Jews, and to Gentiles.  Our love should compel 
us to minister to and love those of every race, socio-economic class, 
ethnicity, gender, etc.

2. Love to fellow believers specifically

Though Christ’s love was clearly demonstrated to mankind in general, 
He had a unique love that was demonstrated toward His people, the 
church!  His Word exhorts us as Christians to do the same as Him in 
having a unique love for God’s children and His church.

Galatians 6:10 — So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to 
all people, and especially to those who are of  the household of  the faith.

John 13:34-35 — A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all 
men will know that you are My disciples, if  you have love for one another.

Romans 12:9-13 — Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; 
cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give 
preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, 
devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of  the saints, practicing hospitality.

The healthy church member is able to hold both of these types of love in 
balance in his heart and practice.  It will not be that he does one at the 
expense of the other, but rather that he strives to fulfill them both just as 
his Lord did in His earthly ministry.

MANDATE #2:   THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN LIVING

Perhaps all of the mandates that we have been given as Christians could be
grouped into one large category called “Christian living.”  However, what we are
speaking to in particular with this aspect of covenantal church membership is the
foundational truth that Christians are called to live out a pattern of righteous living
in the various spheres of life in which God has placed them.

As a matter of fact, a new pattern of righteous living is one of the key evidences
that a person has truly been converted and made into a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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1 John 2:3-6 — By this we know that we have come to know Him, if  we keep His
commandments.  The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep 
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His 
word, in him the love of  God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are 
in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself  to walk in the same 
manner as He walked.

2 Corinthians 5:17 — Therefore if  anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; 
the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

One who claims to have been converted but gives no evidence of a changed 
life that results in righteous living has no reason to believe that he/she has 
truly been born again!  For Jesus (and His Scriptures), it is not enough for 
man simply to utter a profession of faith from his mouth.  His verbal profession
and confession is important, but his life must also bear fruit in keeping 
with repentance!

A church whose members do not view holiness and righteous living as 
important is a church whose moral compass is no longer pointing toward the
Savior!  A church whose goal is not to live lives pleasing unto the Lord through
obedience to God’s Word is a church that does not demonstrate the power of
the Gospel through changed lives.

Romans 12:1-2 — Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of  God, to present
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of  worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of  your mind, so that you may prove what the will of  God is, that which is
good and acceptable and perfect.

MANDATE #3:   THE PURSUIT OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH

In a very real way, the person who is pursuing spiritual growth and desiring 
to grow closer to the Lord and walk in sanctification will fulfill all of the other 
mandates as a by-product.  Spiritual growth, just like physical growth, is an 
evidence of spiritual health in one’s life.  

Ephesians 4:11-16    — And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some
as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of  the saints for the
work of  service, to the building up of  the body of  Christ; until we all attain to the unity
of  the faith, and of  the knowledge of  the Son of  God, to a mature man, to the measure
of  the stature which belongs to the fullness of  Christ.  As a result, we are no longer to be
children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of  doctrine… 
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…by the trickery of  men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth 
in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 
from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies,
according to the proper working of  each individual part, causes the growth of  the 
body for the building up of  itself  in love.

Philippians 3:12 — Not that I have already obtained it or have already become 
perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of  that for which also I was laid hold of  
by Christ Jesus.

Now, we actually are all—at best—works in progress!  No one has arrived or 
will arrive until we are glorified with our Lord in Heaven.  Truths concerning 
spiritual growth are not meant to make us feel like sub-par Christians.  Rather,
they are meant to point us in the direction of growing into maturity in Christ!

MANDATE #4:   THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

We use the word “ministry” not in the sense of everyone being a full-time 
vocational worker.  Rather, it is used in the sense of every church member 
exercising their gifts, abilities, and energies to minister to one another both
physically and spiritually.

Every Christian in the local congregation without exception has been given 
spiritual gifts, which they are commanded to employ for the edification of 
the entire congregation.  The administration of such gifts by every member 
is necessary for the proper growth and ministry of the church.

1 Corinthians 12:14-19 — For the body is not one member, but many.  If  the foot
says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of  the body,” it is not for this reason
any the less a part of  the body.  And if  the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not 
a part of  the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of  the body.  If  the whole
body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If  the whole were hearing, where would
the sense of  smell be?  But now God has placed the members, each one of  them, in the
body, just as He desired.  If  they were all one member, where would the body be?

Ephesians 4:11-12 — And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some
as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of  the saints for the
work of  service, to the building up of  the body of  Christ.



Many churches are built and function on the notion that the pastor or staff are
the ones who are responsible for all the ministry work of the church.  While the
pastor, elders, and staff are commissioned to lead out in the work of ministry 
and carry a difficult load, it is the entire body who is to be involved in 
Christian ministry.

“We must begin to view membership less as a loose affiliation useful 
only on occasion and more as a regular responsibility involving us
in one another’s lives for the purpose of the Gospel.”      - Mark Dever

Hebrews 10:24-25 — And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love 
and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of  
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

Romans 15:14 — And concerning you, my brethren, I myself  also am convinced that
you yourselves are full of  goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish
one another.

MANDATE #5:   THE PATTERN OF CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

The family is increasingly under attack by the enemy during our day.  The family
is being assaulted from a variety of different angles by those in the media, in
elected offices, and even in some church circles.

The family is an institution that was created by God in the early days of His 
creation of the earth and mankind.  It is an institution that has drawn the fire of
the enemy since its creation.  Thus, as Christians who are covenanting together
in membership at Grace Life, we must hold to some core doctrinal values from
God’s Word so that we stay on target in how we develop the lives of our families.

Core Value #1:  

Marriage is intended to take place between one man and one woman.

Genesis 2:18-25 — Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”  Out of  the ground the LORD God
ormed every beast of  the field and every bird of  the sky, and brought them to the man
to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that
was its name.  The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of  the sky, and to
every beast of  the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper…
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suitable for him.  So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; then He took one of  his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  The LORD God
fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to
the man.  The man said, “This is now bone of  my bones, and flesh of  my flesh; she shall
be called Woman, because she was taken out of  Man.”  For this reason a man shall leave
his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.
And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

Romans 1:26-27 — For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for
their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the
same way also the men abandoned the natural function of  the woman and burned in
their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving
in their own persons the due penalty of  their error.

Core Value #2:  

Though men and women are equal in essence, God has assigned them 
different roles within marriage.

Ephesians 5:22-33 — Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of  the wife, as Christ also is the head of  the church, He Himself
being the Savior of  the body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives
ought to be to their husbands in everything.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
also loved the church and gave Himself  up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of  water with the word, that He might present to Himself
the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she
would be holy and blameless.  So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their
own bodies.  He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are
members of  His body.  FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS
FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE,
AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.  This mystery is great;
but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  Nevertheless, each individual
among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that
she respects her husband.

Colossians 3:18-19 — Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.



Core Value #3:  

God hates divorce.

Malachi 2:16 — “For I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the God of  Israel, “and him
who covers his garment with wrong,” says the LORD of  hosts.  “So take heed to your
spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.”

Matthew 5:31-32 — It was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET
HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE”; but I say to you that
everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of  unchastity, makes her commit adultery;
and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Matthew 19:6-8 — So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore God  
has joined together, let no man separate. They said to Him, “Why then did Moses 
command to GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND
HER AWAY?”  He said to them, “Because of  your hardness of  heart Moses permitted
you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.”

Core Value #4:  

Children are a blessing from the Lord and are to be primarily nurtured 
and trained for God’s glory by parents.

Ephesians 6:1-3 — Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with 
a promise), SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU
MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.

Colossians 3:20-21 — Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this 
is well-pleasing to the Lord.  Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they 
will not lose heart.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 — Hear, O Israel!  The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  You
shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your might.  These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of  them when you sit in your
house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.
You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your 
forehead. You shall write them on the doorposts of  your house and on your gates.
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MANDATE #6:   THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM

It should go without saying that every Christian has been given the mandate 
of proclaiming the Gospel to the lost.  To put it simply, evangelism is NOT an 
option for the Christian but is a mandate handed out to each of us from the 
Lord Himself!

Matthew 28:19-20 — Go therefore and make disciples of  all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of  the age.”  Amen.

This is a familiar text for many of us.  Many of you know it as “The Great 
Commission.”  It is a text that has been cited as the prod for much evangelistic 
fervor.  There are two senses in which we should learn from this familiar text 
of Scripture:

1. The word “go” in the original Greek is a participle modifying “make disciples.”

This means we are not primarily commissioned to go but to make 
disciples.  Thus, we make disciples “as we go!”  Now, this does not lessen 
your responsibility, but rather increases your responsibility.  We are to
be evangelists in every sphere of life!

2. “Go” does carry some imperative force.

There is still a place for people to load up all of their belongings and go to 
a different location for the express purpose of taking the Gospel to the lost!

Romans 15:20-21 — And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was 
already named, so that I would not build on another man’s foundation; but as it is written,
“THEY WHO HAD NO NEWS OF HIM SHALL SEE, AND THEY WHO
HAVE NOT HEARD SHALL UNDERSTAND.”

Isaiah 49:6 — He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise
up the tribes of  Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of  Israel; I will also make You a
light of  the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of  the earth.”

We are commissioned to be disciple-making disciples!  This activity is to take
place both globally and locally!  To neglect this commission from God is to 
neglect the very heart of your inheritance from the Heavenly Father!



MANDATE #7:   A PURPOSE TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS BIBLICALLY

There is often no greater hindrance to the Gospel and the well-being of the
church than that of handling conflicts sinfully.

The important question each of us has to ask is NOT, “Will we encounter 
conflict?” but rather, “Will we handle conflict biblically?”   The answer to that
question (and the actions we take in the midst of conflict) has the potential 
to bring either great harm or great help to a local church and its membership.

Methods for handling conflict biblically:

• Overlook an offense

Proverbs 19:11 — A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, and it is his 
glory to overlook a transgression.

Proverbs 10:12 — Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions.

• Cultivate a heart of mercy

Matthew 18:21-33 — Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often 
shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?”  Jesus 
said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times 
seven.  For this reason the kingdom of  heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  When he had begun to settle them, 
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him…
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“Few things demoralize, discourage, and weaken a church as much a
bickering, backstabbing, and fighting among its members.  And few 
things so effectively undermine its testimony before the world . . .
Fractured fellowship robs Christians of joy and effectiveness, robs
God of glory, and robs the world of the true testimony of the Gospel!”     

- John MacArthur
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…But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be 
sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to 
be made.  So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself  before him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.’  And the lord 
of  that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 
But that slave went out and found one of  his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back 
what you owe.’  So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you.’  But he was 
unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what 
was owed.  So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply 
grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.  Then 
summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you not also have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’”   

• Decide to deal with conflict biblically

Matthew 18:15-17 — If  your brother sins, go and show him his fault in 
private; if  he listens to you, you have won your brother.  But if  he does not listen 
to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO 
OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED.       
If  he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if  he refuses to listen even to 
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.

Luke 17:3-4 — Be on your guard!  If  your brother sins, rebuke him; and if  
he repents, forgive him.  And if  he sins against you seven times a day, and 
returns to you seven times, saying, “I repent,” forgive him.

GRACE LIFE sTATEMEnT On COnFLICTs:

As the people of God, we commit to overcome 
our offenses in a biblically prescribed manner 
leading to resolution and peace.  Bitterness, 

resentment, and broken relationships are not 
acceptable for the people of God.



MANDATE #8:   THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN GIVING

The Scriptures clearly address this issue in numerous passages.  Jesus Himself
preached on issues related to money about 15% of the time.  It is interesting
that while Jesus spoke a lot about money, and His Word gives a lot of instruction 
concerning our money, we typically desire to shy away from the subject.  
God’s local churches have always had needs that had to be met with financial 
resources (the saints had needs, widows had needs, pay for elders).  These 
financial needs were met and cared for by God’s people.  The needs exist today
and the method for meeting the needs is still the same!

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 — Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the
churches of  Galatia, so do you also.  On the first day of  every week each one of  you is to
put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.

Leviticus 27:30 — Thus all the tithe of  the land, of  the seed of  the land or of  the fruit
of  the tree, is the LORD’S; it is holy to the LORD.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 — Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must do just as he 
has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.
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Session 6

THE MESSAGE: The Gospel

At this point in our class, we have learned a lot about what God’s Word has to
teach us concerning topics such as the glory of God, congregational worship,
world missions, and church membership.

We hope that each step of this class has been informative and has brought you
to a deeper understanding of what God’s Word has to teach concerning each of
the previous weeks’ subjects.

However, we would be negligent not to teach a session on the foundational
message that is central to the life and health of Grace Life Church.  As important
as each week’s material has been up to this point, we know that apart from the
message of the Gospel, there would be no need for any of the other topics. 
Indeed, apart from the Gospel, there would be no Grace Life Church.  Apart 
from the Gospel, there would be no church at all!

Since the Gospel is at the heart of who we are as a local church, then we must
spend some time exploring the Gospel that we may understand why it is 
foundational to the life of God’s churches.  As we take some time to learn about
the Gospel, it is our prayer that the good news will resonate in each of your 
souls as if it were the first time you had ever heard it.

THE BAD NEWS CONCERNING MAN’S SIN

There is no doubt that the message of the Gospel is indeed good news.  However,
before we can begin to fully grasp the Gospel and the good news of its message,
we must first come to grips with some very bad news that is taught in God’s Word.

The bad news that we must confront has partly to do with man and partly to do
with God.  We will begin our discussion by looking at the sinfulness of man and
then move on to the character of God in relation to sinful man.

I.
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The Sinfulness of Man

You may be thinking, “What is sin?”  An easy answer to that question is to say
that sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude, or 
nature (Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 490).

With this definition in mind, we look to the Scriptures to show us how man has
been affected by sin.  What we will find is that sin has affected man down to
the very core of his being!

1. Sin has corrupted the core of man’s nature.

Genesis 6:5 — Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of  man was great 
on the earth, and that every intent of  the thoughts of  his heart was only 
evil continually.

Ephesians 2:3 — Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of  our 
flesh, indulging the desires of  the flesh and of  the mind, and were by nature 
children of  wrath, even as the rest.

2. Sin has corrupted the core of man’s actions.

James 4:17 — Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does 
not do it, to him it is sin.

Romans 1:28-32 — And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 
longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are 
not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; 
full of  envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters 
of  God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of  evil, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and although 
they know the ordinance of  God, that those who practice such things are 
worthy of  death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to 
those who practice them.

The sinfulness of man’s heart leads him to commit acts of sin by doing
that which God has forbidden and by failing to do those things which 
God has commanded of man.
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3. Sin has corrupted man’s ability to honor God.

Romans 6:20 — For when you were slaves of  sin, you were free in regard 
to righteousness.

Romans 8:7-8 — Because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God;
for it does not subject itself  to the law of  God, for it is not even able to do so,
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

4. Sin has corrupted all men.

Romans 3:23 — For all have sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God.

Romans 5:12 — Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.

1 John 1:10 — If  we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar 
and His word is not in us.

No one has escaped the spread of sin into this world.  No one can claim 
to have lived a life perfectly free from violating the Word of God.

The picture of man as drawn in the Scriptures is not one that is favorable.  
God’s Word clearly teaches that man has been a miserable failure when it 
comes to honoring God from his heart and obeying God in his actions.

Romans 5:6-10 — For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good 
man someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now 
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of  God through Him. 
For if  while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of  His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

• v.  6     —    Man is helpless to save himself
• v.  6     —    Man is ungodly
• v.  8     —    Man is a sinner
• v.  10   —    Man is the enemy of God

“A person must confront his own sinfulness in all its ravaging 
depths before he can enjoy the comforts of salvation.”     

- Martin Luther
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THE HOLINESS OF GOD IN RELATION TO THE SINFULNESS OF MAN

It is one thing for men to be wicked.  It is quite another thing altogether for
wicked men to have to answer to a holy God!   This is why man is in such a
dilemma.  The Scriptures clearly teach that man has broken God’s law.  Men 
are wicked.  Now, we will see that God’s Word teaches that God is holy and 
must punish sin as the just Judge of the universe.

1. God is holy.

“God’s holiness means that he is separated from
sin and devoted to seeking his own honor.” 

- Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 201

Habakkuk 1:13 — Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You cannot 
look on wickedness with favor.  Why do You look with favor on those who deal 
treacherously?  Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up those more 
righteous than they?

Deuteronomy 32:3-4 — For I proclaim the name of  the LORD; Ascribe 
greatness to our God!  The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; 
a God of  faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.

Since God is separated from sin, He cannot simply overlook sin.      
His very nature leads Him to look upon sin with contempt and disdain.

2. God is the just Judge of the universe.

Just as a criminal on earth must answer to a judge for his crimes, so 
must every man answer to God for his sins.

Hebrews 9:27 — And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and 
after this comes judgment…

Hebrews 14:12 — So then each one of  us will give an account of  himself  
to God.
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3. The holy God who is also Judge of the universe MUST punish sinners.

Psalm 7:11-13 — God is a righteous judge, and a God who has indignation 
every day. If  a man does not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has bent 
His bow and made it ready.  He has also prepared for Himself  deadly weapons;
He makes His arrows fiery shafts.

2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 — …dealing out retribution to those who do not know 
God and to those who do not obey the gospel of  our Lord Jesus.  These will pay 
the penalty of  eternal destruction, away from the presence of  the Lord and from 
the glory of  His power.

Some may think of the idea of wrath and an actual Hell as being archaic 
or overly harsh.  This is simply because they have not understood either 
the depths of man’s sin or the magnitude of God’s holiness.

When you summarize the truths we have seen thus far in our study of 
the Message, it quickly becomes apparent that man finds himself in an 
unenviable position as a guilty criminal before a just God Who must 
punish sinners if He truly is holy.

If we were to stop the Message at this point, there would be no hope!  
All men would simply receive the just judgment they have earned and 
that they deserved.  However, it is against this bleak, dark backdrop that 
the message of the Gospel shines brightest and is seen most clearly.

THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST

1 Corinthians 2:2 — For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified.

1 Timothy 2:3-5 — This is good and acceptable in the sight of  God our Savior, who desires
all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of  the truth.  For there is one God, and one
mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.

The good news of the Gospel message is found in the person of Jesus Christ.
Indeed, apart from Jesus there would be no good news for anyone.  Who is 
Jesus and why is He the focus of our message of good news?
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1. Jesus is the God-Man.

The Bible teaches that Jesus was not just a teacher.  He was not merely 
a political activist or a sort of Jewish philosopher.  Jesus was both fully 
God and fully man.

Hebrews 1:3-4 — And He is the radiance of  His glory and the exact 
representation of  His nature, and upholds all things by the word of  His power. 
When He had made purification of  sins, He sat down at the right hand of  the 
Majesty on high, having become as much better than the angels, as He has 
inherited a more excellent name than they.

John 1:1-3 — In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things came 
into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that 
has come into being.

2. Jesus is the sin-bearer.

2 Corinthians 5:21 — He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of  God in Him.

Isaiah 53:4-5 — Surely our griefs He Himself  bore, and our sorrows He 
carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of  God, and afflicted.
But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His 
scourging we are healed.

In order for man to be forgiven of his sins, another had to receive the 
wrath of God on man’s behalf.  There had to be a sufficient sacrifice
that would satisfy the just judgment of God’s wrath.  Jesus is the only 
sufficient sacrifice that could appease divine wrath on behalf of 
sinful men.

“Moved by the perfection of his holy love, God in Christ substituted 
himself for us sinners.  That is the heart of the cross of Christ.”

-  John Stott
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3. Jesus is the only Savior.

John 14:6 — Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through Me.”

John 10:1, 7 — Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door 
into the fold of  the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief  and a 
robber.  So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door 
of  the sheep.”

There are no other saviors in existence today nor are there any from the 
past.  All religious roads do NOT lead to heaven.  Jesus, and Jesus alone, 
is able to save sinners.  All others are merely counterfeits!

4. Jesus is alive!

1 Corinthians 15:3-9 — For I delivered to you as of  first importance what I 
also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that 
He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that 
He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of  whom 
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles; and last of  all, as to one untimely born.  He appeared 
to me also.  For I am the least of  the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of  God.

1 Corinthians 15:14 — And if  Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.

Matthew 28:5-7 — The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.  He is not here,              
for He has risen, just as He said.  Come, see the place where He was lying.               
Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, 
He is going ahead of  you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have 
told you.”

The resurrection of Jesus is no minor act by our Lord.  Paul says it is a 
matter of first importance.  Indeed, to renounce the doctrine of the 
resurrection amounts to nothing less than a denial of the Gospel!



“The resurrection provided proof that God had accepted the sacrifice of 
His Son and would be able to be just and yet justify the ungodly.”

-  John MacArthur

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED?

Thus far we have looked at the sinfulness of men, the holiness of God, and the
good news of Jesus Christ.  Scripture very clearly teaches that man has sinned
and deserves the wrath and judgment of God.  But, it also affirms that Jesus’
death and resurrection is a sufficient atonement to save sinners from God’s
judgment.

The question that hangs in the balance in light of these scriptural truths is,
“What must I do to be saved!”  Once again, the Bible gives us answers to this
question and clear guidance as to what is a saving response to the Gospel.

1. There are some who respond negatively to the Gospel.

Matthew 7:13 — Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and 
the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 
through it.

Romans 10:2-3 — For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but 
not in accordance with knowledge.  For not knowing about God’s righteousness 
and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the 
righteousness of  God.

Galatians 3:11 — Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is 
evident; for, “THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”

Some respond negatively to the Gospel by choosing not to respond at 
all.  They simply continue to walk in the broad path of sin that leads us 
to destruction and never stop to ponder their plight before God.

Others have a zeal for God but not in accordance with knowledge.  
They have thoughts about God and salvation that are not in
accordance with the faith which was once for all handed down to  
the saints.  This false knowledge leaves them on the road to destruction.
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Some have tried to earn favor with God through keeping the Law or 
by demonstration of good works.  God’s Word clearly affirms that no 
one can find peace before God through human effort.  Remember, 
Jesus is the only Savior, and He does not allow man to earn his way to 
eternal life.

2. Jesus calls on sinners to repent.

Mark 1:15 — The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel.

Acts 20:20-21 — …How I did not shrink from declaring to you anything 
that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 
solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of  repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 7:10 — For the sorrow that is according to the will of  God 
produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of  
the world produces death.

James Pendleton in his book Christian Doctrines gives a list of five 
components that make up true repentance as seen in the life of 
an individual:

• A consciousness of personal sin

• Viewing sin as a great evil committed against God, 
for which there is no excuse

• Hatred of sin

• Sorrow for sin

• A purpose to forsake sin

A saving response to the Gospel ALWAYS includes biblical repentance
in the soul of the sinner.  Apart from repentance, a sinner remains in 
his sin and has not experienced salvation from the hand of God.



3. Jesus calls on sinners to believe.

John 3:16 — For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

John 6:29 — Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of  God, 
that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

John 6:40 — For this is the will of  My Father, that everyone who beholds the 
Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself  will raise him up 
on the last day.

“Saving faith is trust in Jesus Christ as a living person for 
forgiveness of sins and for eternal life with God.”

-  Wayne Grudem

Saving faith is more than merely giving assent to a set of factual ideas 
about Jesus.  It is trusting Jesus as the only One able to save you from 
your sins.

Just as one cannot be saved apart from repentance, neither can one be 
saved apart from faith, or trust, in Jesus.  Jesus began His preaching with
a message of repentance, but He also emphasized that man must 
believe the Gospel in order to be saved from his sins.
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The Message, or the Gospel, is one in which sinners repent of trusting in
themselves and of their disobedience to God and instead look to Jesus and
His finished work on the Cross and in His resurrection to save them.  It is good
news because Jesus accomplished all the work that was needed for sinners to be
saved and simply asks them to repent and believe.

We love the Gospel!  We are not ashamed of the Gospel!  It is the message of the
Gospel that alone is the power of God unto salvation for the spiritually lost.  It is 
our hope that you love the Gospel also and that you desire all peoples in all 
places to come to love it as well!



Session 7

MOVING FORWARD

A REVIEW OF WHERE WE HAVE BEEN

For six weeks it has been our purpose to examine the local church from a couple of
different perspectives.  First, our desire has been to look at God’s Word and what it
has to teach us concerning the church.  Our greatest desire is not to build a church
that pleases men but rather one that is faithful to the biblical standard.  Second,
we have sought to demonstrate how Grace Life Church is striving to fulfill God’s
will for the local church in our particular context.

We have looked at six main topics up to this point.  Let’s briefly review what we
have learned thus far:

1. The Motive:  The Church exists for the Glory of God.

2. Method #1:  Congregational Worship

3. Method #2:  Small Group Ministry

4. Method #3:  World Missions

5. The Mandates:  Covenant Commitments for Healthy Church Life

6. The Message:  The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the message that establishes 
the church and continues to build the church according to God’s sovereign 
purposes.

We are not interested in building a GREAT church at Grace Life but rather a 
TRUE church!

I.
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MOVING FORWARD FROM THE MEMBERSHIP 
INFORMATION CLASS

You have received a lot of teaching and material from us.  You have invested 
a great amount of your time and energy in attending our Membership 
Information Class.  We want to say THANK YOU for your willingness and desire
to learn more about us and for giving us the opportunity to learn more 
about you!

At this point you may be thinking, “What is my next step?” or  “How do I move
forward at this point?”  These are great questions!  Let’s consider your options
at this point in time:

A. Obediently Be Baptized as a Follower of Jesus

Through the years it has been our experience that many come to 
repentance and faith during the membership class.  Maybe that is where 
you are at this time.  At some point in the last several weeks, God has 
changed your heart and made you a new creation in Christ!

In obedience to God’s Word, your next step should be to follow the 
example of Jesus and be baptized as a new disciple of Christ!

Matthew 28:18-20 — And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying,
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and 
make disciples of  all the nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of  the age.”

If you believe you are ready for baptism, here are your next steps
at Grace Life Church:

1. Set up an appointment with one of our pastors to discuss your 
conversion.

2. Begin writing out a brief testimony of your conversion.

3. Complete a brief study on baptism.

4. Schedule a day to be baptized during one of our services.56
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B. Become a Member at Grace Life Church

Church membership is important.  Committing yourself to membership in
a local church is a commitment to involve yourself in a community that is 
formed by the Gospel and motivated by God’s glory to live our lives together
in such a way that our testimonies draw people’s gaze to our Savior.

“If I had never joined a church till I had found one that was perfect, I 
should never have joined one at all. And the moment I did join it, if I 
had found one, I should have spoiled it, for it would not have been a 
perfect church after I had become a member of it. Still, imperfect as 
it is, it is the dearest place on earth to us.”      - Charles Spurgeon

If you believe you would like to become a member at Grace Life Church, 
here are your next steps:

1. Participate in a Membership Interview with one of our pastors or elders.

2. Sign the Grace Life Church Membership Covenant.

3. Schedule a date to be presented before the church body to be affirmed 
as a new member.

4. Avail yourself of all the blessings and duties of church membership!

C. Continue to Faithfully Attend Grace Life Church without
Becoming a Member

Maybe you need more time to study and consider all the things that we 
have covered over the last several weeks.  Maybe you would like to visit a 
Small Group class for a few weeks or hear a few more sermons.  We always 
welcome people to faithfully attend with us.

We will continue to minister to you however we can as you attend.  We hope 
you will take advantage of attending the services and other events that take 
place at Grace Life Church.  If you have questions or would like to speak with
a pastor, then we would love to help you out in any way.

Session 7    —    MOVING FORWARD

57



58

Session 7    —    MOVING FORWARD

If you believe that you need more time to consider membership at GLC, 
here are your next steps:

1. Know that we welcome your continued attendance in our services.

2. Involve yourself in the life of one of our Small Groups.

3. Pray for wisdom concerning a commitment to church membership.

4. Feel free to speak with one of our pastors if you have questions or desire
to move forward with membership.

SOME PARTING WORDS

Seeing God glorified and magnified is the only pursuit worthy of all our energies
and efforts.  God has ordained that the church is the institution through which
He will make His glory known among all the peoples of the earth.  Thus, it is easy
to see why the church is dear to God and should be dear to us today!

It is our hope that you will find a home for your church membership at Grace
Life Church.  If not, it is our hope that you will not remain unchurched but find
another local church body to invest in for the glory of God.  What greater 
privilege could we be afforded in this life than to involve our lives, and the lives
of our families, in the one thing that God has promised to sustain for all eternity?

Ephesians 4:11-13 — And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of  the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of  the body of  Christ; until we all attain to the unity of  the faith,
and of  the knowledge of  the Son of  God, to a mature man, to the measure of  the stature which
belongs to the fullness of  Christ.

Hebrews 12:22-24 — But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of  the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of  angels, to the general assembly and church of  the firstborn
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of  all, and to the spirits of  the righteous made
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of  a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks
better than the blood of  Abel.

III.
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STATEMENT OF FAITH
Grace Life Church of the Shoals
Based on The New Hampshire Confession, 1833

Of the Scriptures

We believe [that] the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of 
heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture
of error, for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall
remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which
all human conduct, creeds, and opinions should be tried.

Of the True God

[We believe] That there is one, and only one, living and true God, [an infinite, intelligent Spirit,] whose
name is JEHOVAH, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness;
[and] worthy of all possible honor, confidence, and love; revealed under the personal and relative 
distinctions of the father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; equal in every divine perfection, and executing
distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption.

Of the Fall of Man

[We believe] That man was created in a state of holiness, under the law of his Maker; but by voluntary
transgression fell from that holy and happy state; in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners,
not by constraint but choice, being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God,
wholly given to the gratification of the world, of Satan, and of their own sinful passions, therefore under
just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse. 

Of the Way of Salvation

[We believe] That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace; through the Mediatorial Offices of the 
Son of God, who [by the appointment of the Father, freely] took upon him our nature, yet without sin;
honored the [divine] law by his personal obedience, and made atonement for our sins by his death;
being risen from the dead he is now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in his wonderful person 
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the tenderest sympathies with divine perfections, [he] is every way qualified to be a suitable, 
a compassionate, and an all-sufficient Savior.

Of Justification

[We believe] That the great Gospel blessing which Christ of his fullness bestows on such as believe in
Him, is Justification; that Justification consists in the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life, on
principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of righteousness
which we have done, but solely through His own redemption and righteousness, [by virtue of which
faith His perfect righteousness is freely imputed to us of God;] that it brings us into a state of most
blessed peace and favor with God, and secures every other blessing needful for time and eternity.

Of the Freeness of Salvation

[We believe] That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the Gospel; that it is the immediate
duty of all to accept them by a cordial, [penitent,] and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the greatest sinner on earth except his own [inherent depravity and] voluntary refusal to
submit to the Lord Jesus Christ which refusal will subject him to an aggravated condemnation.

Of Grace in Regeneration

[We believe] That in order to be saved, we must be regenerated or born again; that regeneration 
consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind; and is effected in a manner above our 
comprehension or calculation, by the power of the Holy Spirit, [in connection with divine truth,] 
so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the Gospel; and that its proper evidence is found in the
holy fruit which we bring forth to the glory of God.

Of Repentance and Faith

[This article added in 1853]
[We believe] That Repentance and Faith are sacred duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in 
our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, danger, 
and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, 
confession, and supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our Prophet, Priest, and King, and relying on Him alone as the only and all-sufficient Savior.
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Of God’s Purpose of Grace

[We believe] That election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He [graciously] 
regenerates, sanctifies, and saves sinners; that being perfectly consistent with the free agency of man,
it comprehends all the means in connection with the end; that it is a most glorious display of God’s
sovereign goodness, being infinitely [free,] wise, holy, and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes
boasting, and promotes humility, [love,] prayer, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of His free
mercy; that it encourages the use of means in the highest degree; that it is ascertained by its effects 
in all who [truly] believe the Gospel; [that it] is the foundation of Christian assurance; and that to 
ascertain it with regard to ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence.

Of Sanctification

[Added in 1853]
[We believe] That Sanctification is the process by which, according to the will of God, we are made 
partakers of his holiness; that it is a progressive work; that it is begun in regeneration; and that it is 
carried on in the hearts of believers by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer and 
Comforter, in the continual use of the appointed means – especially the Word of God, self-
examination, self-denial, watchfulness and prayer.

Of the Perseverance of Saints

[We believe] That such only are real believers as endure unto the end; that their persevering 
attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from mere professors; that a 
special Providence watches over their welfare; and [that] they are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation.

[Of the] harmony of the Law and the Gospel

[We believe] That the Law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule of His moral government; 
that it is holy, just and good; and that the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill
its precepts, arises entirely from their love of sin; to deliver them from which, and to restore them
through a Mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is one great end of the Gospel, and of 
the means of grace connected with the establishment of the  visible Church. 
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Of a Gospel Church

[We believe] That a visible Church of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers, associated  by
covenant in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by
his laws; and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His word; that its only
proper officers are Bishops or Pastors, and Deacons, whose qualifications, claims, and duties are 
defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus.

Of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

[We believe] That Christian Baptism is the immersion of a believer in water, in the name of the Father
[and] Son, and Spirit, to show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in a crucified, buried,
and risen Savior, with its purifying power; that it is prerequisite to the privileges of a church relation;
and to the Lord’s Supper, in which the members of the church, by the [sacred] use of bread and wine,
are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; preceded always by solemn self-examination.

Of the Christian Sabbath

[We believe] that the first day of the week is the Lord’s Day. It is a day to be regularly observed 
and should include exercises of worship and spiritual devotion, both public and private. Actions 
performed on the Lord’s Day are to be governed by the Christian’s conscience under the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ as revealed in the Scripture and in harmony with the convictions of the corporate 
local church.

Of Civil Government

[We believe] that civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests and good  order of
human society; and that magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored, and obeyed, 
except [only] in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the 
conscience, and the Prince of the kings of the earth.

Of the Righteous and the Wicked

[We believe] that there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous and the wicked; 
that such only as through faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit
of our God, are truly righteous in His esteem; while all such as continue in impenitence and unbelief
are in His sight wicked, and under the curse; and this distinction holds among men both in and after
their death.
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Of the World to Come

We believe] that the end of this world is approaching: that at the last day, Christ will descend from
heaven, and raise the dead from the grave to final retribution; that a solemn separation will then 
take place; that the wicked will be adjudged to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless 
joy and that this judgment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on principle 
of righteousness.

The Family and Sexuality

God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed of 
persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. The 
ultimate purpose of marriage is to glorify God and manifest God’s power, wisdom, and beauty in the
earth. It is impossible for two person of the same gender to be married. This type of union is averse to
God’s Word and does not constitute a true marriage.

Marriage is God’s unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the
man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual 
expression according to biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race.

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image. The 
marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as Christ
loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead his family.
A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church 
willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus
equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in
managing the household and nurturing the next generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to
demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual
and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make
choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their parents.

Heterosexuality is God’s revealed will for humankind. A chaste and faithful expression of this 
orientation (whether in singleness or in marriage) is the ideal to which God calls all people.

(continued)
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A homosexual orientation is a result of the fall of humanity into a sinful condition that pervades every
person. Whatever biological or familial roots of homosexuality may be discovered, these do not sanction
or excuse homosexual behavior, though they would deepen one’s compassion and patience for those
who are struggling to be free from sexual temptations. Any attempt to change one’s gender or any 
disagreement with one’s biological gender is sinful and offensive to God.

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Leviticus 18:1-30; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1
Samuel 1:26-28; Psalm 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1;
17:6; 18:22; 22:6, 15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15, 17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; 
Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 5:1; 6:9; 7:1-16; 
Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:19-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 1 Timothy 5:8, 14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; 
Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7
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MEMBERSHIP COVENANT & AFFIRMATION
Grace Life Church of the Shoals

Name: _____________________________________________ Elder/Staff: ______________________

Were you a member in good standing with your previous church and do you believe your former
church would affirm this in wriring?

Yes _______ No ________

Do you purpose to be active in some area of ministry at Grace Life Church?
We ask every adult to serve in the nursery one time every 2-3 months.

Yes _______ No ________

Do you purpose to be faithful in attendance to our regular church services amd to your small group?

Yes _______ No ________

Will you prayerfully purpose to financially support the work of Grace Life Church?

Yes _______ No ________

Do you understand that Grace Life Church purposes to practice biblical discipline toward members
who willfully and habitually engage in sinful behavior and that in the event church discipline is in
progress, it will be completed whether or not an individual withdraws membership?

Yes _______ No ________

(contiunued)
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MANDATES
1. Practice of Christian Love

Matthew 22:39, Matthew 5:43-48, Galatians 6:10, 1 John 3:16-18
2. Practice of Christian Ministry

1 Corinthians 12:14-19, Ephesians 4:11-12, Romans 15:14
3. Practice of Christian Evangelism

Matthew 28:19-20, Romans 15:20-21, Isaiah 49:6
By God’s grace, will you commit to demonstrate love toward all people through proclaiming
the Gospel to the lost, reaching out to minister to your neighbor, and especially by caring 
for the needs of your fellow church members?

4. Practice of Christian Living (Righteous Living)
1 John 2:3-6, Romans 12:1-2, Matthew 7:17-23

5. Pursuit of Christian Growth
Ephesians 4:11-16, Philippians 3:12, Hebrews 12:1-2

By God’s grace, will you commit to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ
that you might live a life that is above reproach and is worthy of the Gospel?

6. Pattern of Christian Family Life
Genesis 2:18-25, Ephesians 5:22-33, Ephesians 6:1-3, Romans 1:26-27

By God’s grace, will you commit to esteem the biblical view of marriage and
seek to raise your children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord?

7. Purpose to Resolve Conflicts Biblically
Proverbs 19:11, Matthew 18:21-35, Matthew 18:15-17, Luke 17:3-4

By God’s grace, will you commit to resolve conflicts biblically, refuse to gossip,
and support the practice of loving church discipline?

8. Practice of Christian Giving
2 Corinthians 8:11-12, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, 2 Corinthians 9:3-12

By God’s grace, will you commit to be a faithful steward of your finances and possessions
so that the church may fulfill its responsibility to spread the Gospel to all people?

THE CHURCH FAMILY COVENANTS TO LOVE YOU BY
l Teaching you the Word of God

2 Timothy 3:15, 4:1-4; 1 Peter 2:2; Ephesians 5:26
l Providing opportunities for growth, nurturing and service

Ephesians 4:12-14, 2 Timothy 1:6, I Corinthians 12:4-7
l Providing a framework for building fellowship and godly relationship

Ephesians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, Romans 12:3-21
l Carrying out our responsibility to reprove, exhort, care for, and discipline

Ephesians 4:14-16, 2 Timothy 3:16-1, 1 Thessalonians 5:14, Galatians 6:1-5, Matthew 18:15-17
l Broadening the believer’s concern and perspective toward those unreached by the Gospel

Matthew 28:18-20, Romans 1:14-17, Philippians 1:27-28

“I wholeheartedly purpose to support the church’s doctrinal, purpose, and strategy statements and
fully agree with each of the covenant commitments.”

___________________________________________________ ________________
Signature Date



STATEMENT ON CONFLICT, 
DISPUTES & LAWSUITS
for Members of Grace Life Church of the Shoals

The church is populated by sinners who have received grace but continue to face challenges in working
out their salvation, especially in relationships. As the people of God, we commit to overcome our 
offenses in a biblically prescribed manner leading to resolution and peace. Bitterness, resentment, 
and broken relationships are not acceptable for the people of God.

The church has adopted as its practice the principles taught in Ken Sande’s book, The Peacemaker, 
which provides wise biblical counsel for resolving disputes.

When two church members cannot resolve a conflict privately, they should seek the help of other 
wise church members. The church’s pastors also are trained and desire to assist members in mediating 
disputes. If a dispute becomes long-standing without successful conciliation, members should seek 
pastoral help.

According to 1 Corinthians 6:1-8, Christians should never bring a dispute among believers before a civil
law court. Instead they should seek the mediation of the church through pastors; if one or both parties
prove to be refusing to turn from sin that produces the conflict, the pastors should seek to apply the
steps of church discipline to restore peace and order in the church. Church members agree to refrain
from any lawsuits between Christians and to seek means of conciliation through the church.

If a church member has a dispute with a pastor that he does not believe has been successfully resolved
after repeated attempts, he should seek the assistance of another pastor, and if he deems necessary, 
inform the Senior Pastor for evaluation by the pastoral team.

Church members agree to refrain from filing lawsuits against other Christians and to seek conciliation
through the church, unless a minimum of two pastors review their situation and confirm that litigation
is biblically legitimate.

If a divisive faction starts within the church, the church elders will address the issue quickly and bring 
it before the church if any sizable dissension has occurred. A divisive faction will be viewed as a very 
serious attack on Christ and His body, the Church (Numbers 16; 27:3; 2 Samuel 15-16; 3 John 1:9-10;
Titus 3:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-14; Hebrews 13:17). In addressing a factious member, the church will 
follow the guidelines of Titus 3:10, “Reject a factious man after a first and second warning.”

Adapted from Covenant Life Church, Gaithersburg, Maryland 67
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CHURCH DISCIPLINE
General Procedure

(Diagram taken from Biblical Church Discipline by Daniel Wray)
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YOU HavE first-HanD
knOwlEDgE Of sin in 
tHE BODY Of CHrist.

reprove him  privately.
Matthew 18:15, Luke 17:3

You have served your 
brother and won him.

You have served your 
brother and won him.

You have served your 
brother and won him.

You have served your 
brother and won him.

You have served your 
brother and won him.

* reprove him before the church.
Matthew 18:17, 1 Timothy 5:20

* put him out of the fellowship.
Matthew 18:17, 1 Corinthians 5:5, , 
1 Timothy 1:20, 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15

turn away from him.
Romans 16:17-19, 2 Thessalonians 3:6

You have fulfilled your obligation.
Ezekiel 33:7-9

DEal witH it

HE COntinUEs

HE COntinUEs

HE COntinUEs

HE COntinUEs

HE COntinUEs

DEal witH it

reprove him with 2 or 3 witnesses.
Matthew 18:16

HE rEpEnts

HE rEpEnts

HE rEpEnts

HE rEpEnts

HE rEpEnts

*Requires Pastoral Oversight
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BYLAWS
of Grace Life Church of the Shoals, Muscle Shoals, Alabama, Inc.

SECTION 1: General

This is a sovereign Baptist church under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. The membership retains unto itself
the right of exclusive self-government in all phases of the spiritual and temporal life of this church.

The membership reserves the exclusive right to determine who shall be members of this church and the
conditions of such membership.

SECTION 2: Candidacy (Qualifications)

Any person may offer himself/herself as a candidate for membership in this church. All  candidates 
for membership shall be presented to the church at any regular worship service in any of the 
following ways:

a. By receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and profession of faith through baptism 
according to the policies of this church.

b. By promise of letter from another Baptist church.

c. By statement of prior conversion experience through faith followed by baptism by 
immersion in a church of like faith. (A church of like faith shall always be determined 
at the sole discretion of the Senior Pastor-Teacher.)

d. By watch care upon reaffirmation of faith in, and commitment to, Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord.  A student, tourist, or other person temporarily residing in the general area of 
the church may be received under watch care, with no letter of transfer to be requested.
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e. In absentia upon the affirmation of faith in, and commitment to, Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  
A person providentially hindered from attending worship services in person may request 
membership in any way the church accepts a candidate for membership. 

Persons joining Grace Life Church by promise of letter or statement must attend the Membership 
Information Class, sign the membership covenant, and agree to follow and support the church’s 
By-Laws and its policies, including its policy on church discipline, prior to being presented for 
membership.  Persons who come by profession of faith through baptism at Grace Life Church should
also attend the Membership Information Class within six (6) months. They, too, will be asked to sign
the membership covenant and agree to follow and support the church’s By-Laws and its policies, 
including its policy on church discipline.

Should there be any question that might require prayer, thought, or study, or if there is any dissent as
to any candidate, such question or dissent shall be referred to the Elders for review.

The membership of this church shall consist of such persons as confess Jesus Christ to be their Savior
and Lord and who (1) after due examination by the church as to their Christian experience, and if 
coming from other churches, after attending the Membership Information Class and the receipt of 
an acceptable letter of recommendation or satisfactory substitute therefore; (2) have been baptized;
(3) enter into its covenant; and (4) have been accepted by affirmative vote of the church.

SECTION 3: Duties

Members are expected to be faithful and obedient in all areas of the Christian life, to attend the 
services of this church, to give regularly to its support, and to participate in its ministries.

SECTION 4: Rights

Members in good standing, as defined in Section 3 above, and who are not under any disciplinary 
action, may participate in the ministries of the church, vote in church business meetings, hold office,
and exercise leadership and service as set forth in the Scriptures.

SECTION 5: Termination

Membership shall be terminated in the following ways:
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a. Death of the member

b. Letter of transfer to another Baptist church

c. Membership in a church of another denomination

d. Exclusion as an act of discipline by the church (Matthew 18:15-22)

e. By written request of member desiring termination (provided the member is not under 
church discipline)

f. Failure to attend the church services for six months when not providentially
hindered (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

All recommendations for termination of membership under paragraph (d) shall be in accordance 
with the church’s Policies and Procedures Manual regarding church discipline. Church discipline 
occurs when it becomes known that an individual has unrepentant sin in his/her life, and discipline 
is completed when the individual repents or church membership is terminated. The specific steps 
to be taken in church discipline are contained in the church’s Policies and Procedures Manual.

The members of Grace Life Church, and all others who regularly attend or fellowship with this 
church, agree that there shall be no appeal to any legal authority or to any court system because 
of dismissal by church discipline or because of public statements to the congregation pertaining 
to church discipline.  Members who are under discipline by the church forfeit and waive the right 
to resign from this church.  Resignations from membership are possible only by members who 
are in good standing and who are not in the process of church discipline.

The members of Grace Life Church agree that if an individual leaves the church during the disciplinary
process and/or after termination of membership, and begins to attend another church, the Elders or
their representative, in response to a contact from the other church, may inform the inquiring church
that the person is currently, or has been, under church discipline and the reason for the discipline.  
The purpose of providing information to another church is to bring about genuine repentance and
complete restoration for the individual. (1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-14, 2 Timothy 2:16-
18, 3 John 9-10)

SECTION 6: Restoration

Any person whose membership has been terminated may be restored upon evidence of his/her 
repentance and reformation by recommendation of the Elders and affirmative vote of the church.
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SECTION 7: Record of Membership

A recording secretary, at the direction of the church clerk, shall keep an accurate roll of all members,
and insofar as possible, an up-to-date record of addresses, attendance, contributions given, and other
information as needed.
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ARTICLE I I :   Church Organization

SECTION 1: General

The church is both a spiritual body and a non-profit corporation under the laws of the State of 
Alabama.  The church is subject to the authority of Scripture in all matters and subject to the rules 
of duly constituted public authority (Romans 13:1-7).  The church organization is to provide the 
mechanism for the orderly activity of the church body.

SECTION 2: Church Officers

The church officers shall include the Senior Pastor-Teacher, the elders, and the secretary.

a. Senior Pastor-Teacher: By virtue of his calling and unique gifts, the Senior Pastor-Teacher is a 
church elder, as well as the spiritual leader (a leader among equals) of the elder body  and the 
church body, and he will function as the Chief Executive Officer of the corporation and as the 
Chairman of the Elders, henceforth referred to herein as the “Senior Pastor-Teacher.” He shall be 
elected for an indefinite period of time and may terminate his position with the church by a notice 
of thirty (30) days, or the church may terminate his position by the same notice. Then, the Elders 
at their discretion may make the termination effective immediately.

In the event of a vacancy in the position of Senior Pastor-Teacher, the elders shall be responsible 
for filling the pulpit in the interim and shall function as the Pulpit Committee. The Elders shall 
consider the scriptural qualifications outlined in 1 Timothy 3 for potential pastors, and after due 
consideration, they shall recommend a man to the church for approval or disapproval by written 
ballot. Only one name will be considered at a time. Approval by at least a two-thirds majority of 
those members present and voting represents the acknowledgment of God’s calling of the Senior 
Pastor-Teacher. After the call is issued by the church body and accepted by the Senior Pastor-
Teacher, he will assume all the duties and responsibilities of leading both the Elders and the 
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church body as soon as possible.

The Senior Pastor-Teacher shall serve as the preacher and senior Bible teacher by virtue of his 
calling and his position in the church. The Senior Pastor-Teacher shall oversee the total ministry 
of the Church.

The Senior Pastor-Teacher is solely responsible for all church ministerial staff, ministerial assistant 
staff, and any other employees of the church. Each staff member and/or employee serves at the 
will of the Senior Pastor-Teacher. The Senior Pastor-Teacher may remove, replace, or realign 
existing staff  positions as he deems necessary and appropriate.

b. Elders: 1 Timothy 3 lists the scriptural qualifications of elders and gives them responsibility for 
leading and teaching the congregation in spiritual matters. The elders ensure the integrity of the 
church by being spiritual role models for the congregation and by leading in the practice of church
discipline as needed. They meet at least monthly with the Senior Pastor-Teacher who is a fellow 
elder and the leader of the elder body. In addition, the elders will review and approve church 
policies and procedures that support the Constitution and By-Laws and may, at their discretion, 
bring certain policies and procedures to the church body for approval.

The number of elders shall be based on the needs of the church and the total membership of the 
church, with a minimum of eight (8) elders. The needs of the church in regard to the number of 
elders shall be determined by the elder body and recommended to the church membership for 
action. The elders shall be selected according to the qualifications and guidelines in the church’s 
Policies and Procedures Manual and will automatically become members of the board of directors.

c. Secretary:  The Secretary shall keep minutes of meetings of the Elders as requested.

SECTION 3: Board of Directors

The Board of Directors shall be the Elders who consist of paid church senior staff and unpaid lay 
elders, and henceforth will be referred to herein as “the Elders.”  The Trustees and the Secretary shall be
elected annually from among the Elders.  The duties and functions of the board shall be to oversee all
business matters of the church including, but not be limited to, the following:

a. Function as the personnel, long-range planning, finance, pulpit, and missions committees. The 
Elders may form other committees as needed and may also appoint members of the church to 
those committees at their discretion.
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b. Take appropriate emergency action to preserve and maintain property or fiscal interest.

c. Shall submit a summary financial report to the church at least quarterly and shall provide other 
reports as appropriate.

d. May at its discretion delegate to the church staff the performance or coordination of any of the 
above listed or implied duties.

e. The Elders will meet at least monthly with the Senior Pastor-Teacher, who is the chairman of the 
Elders. The vice-chairman will be chosen from among the Elders and will preside at meetings 
when the chairman is absent.

SECTION 4: Trustees

The Trustees shall be elected annually from among the Elders. With prior approval of the Elders, 
the Trustees will carry out the following duties:

a. Be the legal representatives of the corporation. As such, they are given authority to execute deeds, 
debentures, mortgages, liens, and other legal documents as appropriate, and to represent the
corporation in any litigation brought by or against the corporation.

b. Receive and disburse monies in accordance with terms of wills, bequests, and special instruments 
wherein the church is named beneficiary.

c. Sell any real or personal property obtained through wills, bequests, and special instruments 
wherein the church is named beneficiary.

d. Shall have authority to execute financial loans to ensure that the purposes of this corporation are 
carried out.

e. May at their discretion delegate to the church staff the performance or coordination of any of the 
above listed or implied duties.

SECTION 5: Deacons

In accordance with the meaning of the word “deacon” as practiced in the New Testament  (1 Timothy
3:8-13), deacons are to be servants of the church. The function of the deacons is to serve in a 
supportive role to the Elders enabling them to carry out their leading and teaching of the church.
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Areas of service of the deacons include serving the Lord’s Supper; assisting in the ordinance of 
baptism; ministering to shut-ins, widows, and others with special needs through visitation and in other
ways as deemed appropriate; and serving as ushers, greeters, parking attendants, and in other servant
roles as needed.

The number of deacons shall be based on the needs of the church and the total membership of the
church.  The needs of the church in regard to the number of deacons shall be determined by the elders
and recommended to the church membership for action. Deacons shall be selected according to the
qualifications and guidelines in the church’s Policies and Procedures Manual.

SECTION 6: Church Meetings

The spiritual church shall meet in regular worship services on Sundays at such times and places as may
be determined by the Senior Pastor-Teacher. Additionally, the church may meet at such other dates
and times as may be deemed appropriate by the Senior Pastor-Teacher for the purpose of worship, 
edification, and proclamation.

The corporate church shall meet in business meeting for the purpose of conducting the business of
the church at the discretion of the Elders. The Senior Pastor-Teacher shall appoint a church clerk who
will record the minutes of the meetings and maintain a permanent record of the minutes of all 
meetings. Church business meetings for the election of a Senior Pastor-Teacher must be announced 
in at least two (2) Sunday morning services prior to the election.

The Moderator at the church business meeting shall be the Senior Pastor-Teacher or his designee, 
provided the church has a pastor; if the church has no pastor or in the event the pastor or his designee
is absent, the vice-chairman of the Elders or, in his absence, one of the other Elders as agreed to by the
elder body, shall call the church to order. The Moderator may bring such matters before the business
meeting as determined by the Elders. The matters brought before the church in a business meeting for
the church’s affirmation include, but are not limited to, the following:

a. A slate of elders and deacons to serve the church body, if the church needs to fill vacancies or to 
increase their numbers

b. A slate of messengers to represent the body before local, state, and national conventions of the 
Southern Baptist denomination

c. Annual general church budget and a financial statement showing monies received compared to 
   the general budget for the previous year
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d. Annual global missions budget and a financial statement showing monies received compared to 
the missions budget for the previous year

e. Any proposed amendment to the Constitution and/or Bylaws

f. Membership admissions and terminations

Any matter presented to the church in business meeting for action shall require a majority vote of
those in attendance. Members in attendance at a duly-called or regular church business meeting shall
be deemed to constitute a legal quorum.

ARTICLE III :   Church Ministries

The ministries of the church are to be consistent with the Church Covenant and the Articles of Faith.
They are to be under the supervision of the Senior Pastor-Teacher or his designated church staff 
member. In order for a ministry to be considered as a ministry of the church, it must be under the
scriptural authority of the church so as to insure appropriate accountability, integrity, and 
management of such ministries.

A Directory of Church Ministries is to be maintained in the church office. The directory shall describe
the ministry name, the defined ministry objective, and the staff position having responsibility for that
ministry. The staff person having that ministry responsibility may create such organizational structure
as is needed, with the approval of the Senior Pastor-Teacher.

A church Organizational Chart that describes the church ministries and responsible supervisory staff 
is to be maintained under the supervision of the Senior Pastor-Teacher.
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ARTICLE IV:   General

SECTION 1: Licensing and Ordination

Any person recommended by the Elders, having given evidence that he is called to the work of the
ministry, may be licensed to preach upon an affirmative vote at any church business meeting. The 
Senior Pastor-Teacher shall possess the sole right to convene an ordination council to examine the
qualifications of a candidate and, in turn, advise the church as to the propriety of ordination. The 
final action to ordain a candidate shall rest with the church upon recommendation of the Senior 
Pastor-Teacher.

SECTION 2: Adoption of Bylaws

These By-Laws were adopted by the Elders on August 19, 1998, and affirmed by the church on 
September 2, 1998. The adoption shall effect a repeal of all previously adopted rules in conflict 
herewith.

SECTION 3: Fiscal Year

The church hereby adopts the calendar year as its fiscal year.

SECTION 4: Amendments

The procedure for amending the Constitution and the Bylaws shall be:

a. Any member in good standing may present a proposed amendment to the Elders.

b. The Elders shall act as an amendment committee and shall determine which proposed 
amendments to present to the church.

c. A written statement of proposed amendments that meet the approval of the Elders shall be 
made available to the membership at least ten days prior to the date of the church business 
meeting for voting on the amendment.

d. Amendments must be affirmed by a two-thirds majority vote of those members present 
and voting.
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A copy of these By-Laws, along with amendments to or revisions thereof, shall at all times be kept by
the church clerk. Up-to-date copies shall also be maintained in the church offices and made available
to any church member upon request.

ChuRCh MEMBERShIP

When an individual joins Grace Life Church of the Shoals, the individual and the corporate body enter
into a unique commitment to one another. Church membership is a mutual responsibility with both
the individual and corporate body having specific responsibilities.

MANDATES

1. Practice of Christian Love
Matthew 22:39, Matthew 5:43-48, Galatians 6:10, 1 John 3:16-18

2. Practice of Christian Ministry
1 Corinthians 12:14-19, Ephesians 4:11-12, Romans 15:14

3. Practice of Christian Evangelism
Matthew 28:19-20, Romans 15:20-21, Isaiah 49:6

By God’s grace, will you commit to demonstrate love toward all people through proclaiming 
the Gospel to the lost, reaching out to minister to your neighbor, and especially by caring for 
the needs of your fellow church members?

4. Practice of Christian Living (Righteous Living)
1 John 2:3-6, Romans 12:1-2, Matthew 7:17-23

5. Pursuit of Christian Growth
Ephesians 4:11-16, Philippians 3:12, Hebrews 12:1-2

By God’s grace, will you commit to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ 
that you might live a life that is above reproach and is worthy of the Gospel?

6. Pattern of Christian Family Life
Genesis 2:18-25, Ephesians 5:22-33, Ephesians 6:1-3, Romans 1:26-27

By God’s grace, will you commit to esteem the biblical view of marriage and 
seek to raise your children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord?
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7. Purpose to Resolve Conflicts Biblically
Proverbs 19:11, Matthew 18:21-35, Matthew 18:15-17, Luke 17:3-4

By God’s grace, will you commit to resolve conflicts biblically, refuse to gossip, 
and support the practice of loving church discipline?

8. Practice of Christian Giving
2 Corinthians 8:11-12, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, 2 Corinthians 9:3-12

By God’s grace, will you commit to be a faithful steward of your finances and possessions
so that the church may fulfill its responsibility to spread the Gospel to all people?

ThE ChuRCh FAMILY COVENANTS TO LOVE YOu BY

• Teaching you the Word of God
II Timothy 3:15, 4:1-4; I Peter 2:2; Ephesians 5:26

• Providing opportunities for growth, nurturing and service
Ephesians 4:12-14; II Timothy 1:6; I Corinthians 12:4-7

• Providing a framework for building fellowship and godly relationship
Ephesians 4:16; I Corinthians 12:12-27; Romans 12:3-21

• Carrying out our responsibility to reprove, exhort, care for, and discipline
Ephesians 4:14-16; II Timothy 3:16-17; I Thessalonians 5:14; Galatians 6:1-5; Matthew 18:15-17

• Broadening the believer’s concern and perspective toward those unreached by the Gospel
Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 1:14-17; Philippians 1:27-28

JOINING GRACE LIFE ChuRCh OF ThE ShOALS

All candidates for membership at Grace Life Church must first complete the Membership 
Information Class and sign the church covenant before being presented to the church family. 
An individual may join Grace Life Church in one of the following ways:

l By receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and profession of faith through believer’s 
baptism. (These new members should plan to attend the Membership Information 
Class within six (6) months and sign the church covenant.)
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l By transfer of one’s church letter from another Baptist church

l By statement of prior conversion experience through faith followed by baptism by 
immersion in a church of like faith. (A church of like faith shall always be determined 
at the sole discretion of the Senior Pastor-Teacher.)

l By watch care upon reaffirmation of faith in, and commitment to, Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord. A student, tourist, or other person temporarily residing in the 
general area of the church may be received under watch care, with no letter of transfer 
to be requested. (A watch care member is not a full member and does not have all the 
privileges that come with full membership.)

l In absentia upon the affirmation of faith in, and commitment to, Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord. A person providentially hindered from attending worship services in person 
may request membership in any way the church accepts a candidate for membership.

TERMINATION OF MEMBERShIP

Membership will be terminated by one of the following:

l Death of the member 

l Letter of transfer to another Baptist church

l Membership in a church of another denomination

l Exclusion as an act of discipline by the church (Matthew 18:15-22)  

l By written request of member desiring termination (provided the member is not 
under church discipline)

l Failure to attend church services for six months when not providentially hindered

Twice a year the Small Group Ministries Department will call a meeting to confirm to 
the best of their ability the church members who have not attended either Small 
Group Bible Study (Sunday School) or a Worship Service at least once in the last six 
(6) months. A letter and a questionnaire will be sent to those whom the Small Group Ministries
Department confirms as inactive. If there is no response within three (3) weeks after the letter 
is sent, the individual will be removed from church membership.




