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Lesson 7 
Jody Kiel 

Biblical Manhood 
Lies Men Believe 

Lies Men Believe about Work and Wealth 

A Small Group Lesson to be taught on Sunday, September 29, 2019 

INTRODUCTION 
As we continue this week our study through Robert Wolgemuth’s book, Lies Men Believe, we 
come this week to chapter 7 entitled “Lies Men Believe about Work and Wealth.”   

In this chapter, we are given five lies: 

1. Making more money will make me happier. 

2. How I spend my time is my business. 

3. I’m not responsible to be the provider for my wife and family. 

4. My faith and my work are unrelated. 

5. I can’t afford to give more money away.   

Using each of these lies as an outline, we will attempt to unpack the biblical truths that 
when applied with the power of the Spirit will allow us to be free from these lies and to live 
victoriously in our Christian walk in these areas.   

LIE #1 MAKING MORE MONEY WILL MAKE ME HAPPIER. 

• Many times, even Christians can be swayed into thinking happiness can be equated to 
their financial situation, but God’s Word gives us stern warnings against falling into this 
temptation. 

 Deuteronomy 8:18-19…But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you 
the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your 
ancestors, as it is today. 19 If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other 
gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will 
surely be destroyed. 

 1 Timothy 6:6-10… But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

• “When wealth and prestige are achieved, our hearts are sometimes captured as well.”  
– Robert Wolgemuth 

I. SINFUL PROGRESSION 

• In these two passages, we find a progression of sinful desires and actions.  

o Forget the Lord your God (Deuteronomy 8:19) 

o Go after other gods, serve them, and worship them (Deuteronomy 8:19) 

o Desire to be rich (1 Timothy 6:9) 
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o Falling into temptation, snares, and harmful desires (1Timothy 6:9) 

II. RESULTS OF THE LIE 

• We also find the end results of the sinful progression. 

o You shall surely perish (Deuteronomy 8:19) 

o The plunging into ruin and destruction (1 Timothy 6:9) 

o The beginnings of all kinds of evils (1 Timothy 6:10) 

o The wandering away from the faith (1 Timothy 6:10) 

III. BIBLICAL TRUTH 

• Gratitude and contentment bring true joy (1 Timothy 6:6). 

• “Gratitude is a pathway to deep unshakeable peace.” – Robert Wolgemuth 

o The goal: Contentment 

o The ultimate way to fight for gratefulness and contentment is to remember 
where it all comes from.   

 Job 1:21…and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I 
will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of 
the Lord be praised.” 

QUESTIONS:  Do you find yourself in the endless pursuit of possessions?   

 What is God’s answer to this unbiblical lifestyle?  

 Is it wrong to have many possessions or lots of money? 

 What might be some biblical reasons to attain possessions? 

 What are some things that might cause discontentment in our lives? 

 How might social media play a role? 

LIE #2 HOW I SPEND MY TIME IS MY BUSINESS. 

• Time management is just as important as financial planning in our Christian lives.  We 
must purpose to fight against wasting our lives away while spending large amounts of 
time on frivolous activities. 

 Romans 14:7-8…For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for 
ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, 
whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  

 Psalm 31:15…My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, 
from those who pursue me. 

• “What you and I do with our ‘spare time’ may say more about us than what we do with 
our ‘productive time.’” – Robert Wolgemuth 

I. SINFUL PROGRESSION 

• Our pride would tell us that we are in control of our time and resources 
(Proverbs 16:18). 

• We are entrapped in busyness and futile efforts (Ecclesiastes 1:14). 
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II. RESULTS OF THE LIE 

• We are delivered into the hand of the enemies (Psalm 31:15). 

• We become useless to the Lord’s work (Ephesians 4:17-24). 

• We could prove ourselves as unbelievers (Titus 1:16). 

• “America is the first culture in jeopardy of amusing itself to death.” – John Piper 

III. BIBLICAL TRUTH 

• If we belong to God, all of our hours, including those when we have nothing 
planned, belong to Him (Psalm 100:3, Galatians 2:20, Proverbs 16:9). 

QUESTIONS: Can you identify any time wasters in your life?   

 What are some practical steps you could take to honor God with your time? 

 Will we give an account before God one day of how we spent our time? 

LIE #3  I’M NOT RESPONSIBLE TO BE THE PROVIDER FOR MY WIFE AND FAMILY. 

• One of the greatest failures of men in our society is the neglect of the family.  Even among 
families where there is a father present, he may fail to provide and lead appropriately.  
As Christian men, we must strive to lead our families biblically by providing for their 
needs. 

 1 Timothy 5:8…Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for 
their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

• “Proverbs warns against attitudes and behaviors that produce poverty.  Laziness is one 
of those.” – John MacArthur 

I. SINFUL PROGRESSION  

• For a multitude of reasons (laziness, bad example during childhood, etc.), a man 
does not provide well for his family (Proverbs 10:4). 

• He continues this sinful pattern until problems arise within the marriage and 
within the man’s own heart (Proverbs 6:9-12). 

II. RESULTS OF THE LIE 
• Family unrest (Proverbs 11:29) 

• Children are not taught properly (Proverbs 22:6). 

• He is seen, at best, as an unfit believer (2 Thessalonians 3:6-10). 

• This continual pattern causes him to deny the faith and prove himself an 
unbeliever (1 Timothy 5:8). 

• “Christians do well frequently to denounce the great sin of idleness, which is the 
mother of a huge family of sins.” – Charles Spurgeon 

III. BIBLICAL TRUTH 

• It is our God-given job to serve our families as providers.  Through our example, 
we can show them that they have a heavenly Father who can be trusted to meet 
their needs (Colossians 3:23-24). 
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QUESTIONS:  What is the difference between laziness and rest? 

 How can you be a better provider for your family and example for 
your children to follow? 

 What are ways we are to provide for our family beyond financial 
provision? 

LIE #4  MY FAITH AND MY WORK ARE UNRELATED. 

• Many times, in our minds, we separate our work lives from our spiritual lives.  As 
Christians, however, we are reminded that all of our life’s activities are to be done to the 
glory of God.  

 Colossians 3:23-24…Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 
the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

 1 Corinthians 10:31…So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for 
the glory of God.  

• “God is at work in you as much on Monday morning as He is at work in you on Sunday 
morning.” – John Piper 

I. SINFUL PROGRESSION  

• We compartmentalize our secular work and our spiritual work  
(Colossians 3:17). 

• We work for ourselves and not for the Lord (Colossians 3:23). 
• Our actions during the week do not reflect our actions on Sundays (James 1:21-22). 

II. RESULTS OF THE LIE 

• Our heavenly reward is lost (Matthew 6:1). 

• The glory of God is diminished in our lives (Matthew 23:27-28). 

III. BIBLICAL TRUTH 

• Our faith and work cannot be compartmentalized; we should faithfully serve 
Him and others in everything we do (Ephesians 6:6, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12). 

QUESTIONS:  How does the way you work affect your ability to evangelize those 
around you? 

 Is there a difference in a secular vocation and ministerial work? 

LIE #5  I CAN’T AFFORD TO GIVE MORE MONEY AWAY.   

• As Christians, we are called to handle our finances differently than the world does.  One 
of those ways is our giving of our resources (predominately through our local church) 
when others are spending their resources selfishly.  As Christian men, we should 
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practice sacrificial giving above our own desires, and we should lead our families in this 
giving.  

 Acts 20:35…In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must 
help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” 

 Luke 12:15-21…Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds 
of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 16 And he told them this 
parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought 
to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 18 “Then he said, ‘This is 
what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 
surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. 
Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 
for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but 
is not rich toward God.” 

• “Abundance isn’t God’s provisions for me to live in luxury.  It’s His provision for me to 
help others live.  God entrusts me with His money not to build my kingdom on Earth, but 
to build His kingdom in Heaven.” – Randy Alcorn 

I. SINFUL PROGRESSION  

• We begin to think that we own our resources (Psalm 89:11). 

• We spend those resources to our own liking, and we begin to “need” all our 
resources for our own use (Matthew 6:25). 

• We have little to nothing left with which to be generous (Luke 12:15). 

II. RESULTS OF THE LIE 

• We become bitter and have no joy in our finances (Ecclesiastes 5:10-15). 

• Our families suffer because of the unbiblical example to our children  
(Proverbs 22:6). 

• We lose our heavenly reward (Matthew 19:21). 

• We can be exposed as an unbeliever (Luke 12:20-21). 

III. BIBLICAL TRUTH 

• God has given us our resources so that we can be generous in our giving to Him 
and to others (Matthew 6:19-21). 

• “Our powers of rationalization are unlimited.  They allow us to live in luxury and 
indifference while others, who we could help if we chose to, starve and go to 
hell.” – Leo Tolstoy 

QUESTIONS:  In what ways are we called to be generous in our giving? 

 How do you decide where and when to give your resources? 

 Should we give every dollar away?  Is there a balance? 

 Is all giving monetary? 
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CONCLUSION 
We must be willing to honestly identify the progression of these lies in our lives.  Then, we 
must be willing to turn from these lies and allow the biblical truths to free us from these 
sinful tendencies. 

 Ephesians 4:20-24…That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you heard 
about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You 
were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and 
to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

FINAL QUESTIONS: Do you know Jesus (v. 21)?  

 As a believer are you willing to put off the old (v. 22) and put on the new (v. 24)? 

 What does this practically mean? 

 

 


