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Lesson 2 
David Young 

Biblical Manhood 
Lies Men Believe 

Lies Men Believe about God 

A Small Group Lesson to be taught on Sunday, August 25, 2019 

INTRODUCTION 
For anyone familiar with the author A. W. Tozer, it wouldn’t seem to be a coincidence that the 
author of our book, Robert Wolgemuth, began this chapter by quoting him.  Besides the Scriptures, 
Tozer’s book, The Knowledge of the Holy, is most likely the greatest single work ever written to help 
the reader discover God in new and insightful ways.  

THINKING RIGHTLY ABOUT GOD 
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.”  
– A. W. Tozer 

• In this short little statement, Tozer hits home with us all, but it begs a question:  When was 
the last time that you stopped all the busyness of your life for a moment and did nothing else 
but think about God? 

QUESTION: Why not – you do it with everything else, don’t you? 

• For most of us, there’s not a day that goes by that we are not thinking about a whole list of 
things that we deem important.  Things like your… 

Wife, or your desire for one, 

Kids, or your desire for them, 

Job, or your desire for one, 

Hobbies, or your desire for some, 

Friends, or your desire for some, 

Money, or your desire for some. 

o Desire was added because we probably spend as much, or more time, longing for 
what we don’t have as we do for what we already have. 

QUESTIONS: But what about God?  Does He get equal time in your life, in your think-time?  

 Ask yourself this question, “What do I think about God?” 

• Tozer goes on to say, “Were we able to extract from any man a complete answer to the 
question…we might predict with certainty the spiritual future of that man.” 

• Having a right understanding about God will inform all of a man’s questions, concerns, pains, 
and joys. 

• If we were to ask most children “What’s your father like?” they could give you details, and 
those details will go a long way toward determining the type of person that child will 
eventually grow up to be.  

• The same is true of men.  If you want to grow to be like your Heavenly Father, you must 
know details about Him.  
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• Here’s a quick test for where you are on this subject:  

“How much do you love Him?” 

• Love drives everything in our lives.  If you aren’t driven to come to know and understand 
God, you don’t love Him, or you love Him very little.  

• As we look through these lies men believe about God, hopefully, we will come to know Him 
more, and it will help us love Him more. 

LIE #1  GOD IS NOT A WHOLE LOT DIFFERENT FROM ME. 

• This is perhaps the most heinous of all lies.  The first and most important truth a man can 
learn is that there is one true God, and it’s not him. 

• Most men think of life in the context of themselves and because of that, they are a god to 
themselves.  Verbally, they would deny it, but practically, they live as though it’s true. 

• Men, especially Christian men, who go about conducting their lives as though there is no 
higher power other than themselves are believing a lie that will lead to those men coming 
face to face with Supreme Holiness with nothing to offer but flesh.  

o God is God.  There is no other like Him.  To get a glimpse of what that will be like, all one 
has to do is read the account of Isaiah. 

 Isaiah 6:1-5…In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above 
Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his 
feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
The whole earth is full of His glory.” 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, 
while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I said, 

“Woe is me, for I am ruined! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
And I live among a people of unclean lips; 
For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 

▪ As soon as you and I begin to read these words, it should strike fear in our 
hearts, when Isaiah says that he saw the Lord on a throne, lofty and exalted…that 
should be enough to humble the most prideful of men, yet he adds the title given 
the Lord here by His subjects… 

Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts 

⬧ “The threefold repetition intensifies the separation.  Holiness implies 
absolute moral purity and separateness above the creation.” – Calvin 
Commentary 

• Men today should think about how humbly they live day to day.  If you do not honor God 
today, you will when you see Him face to face.  

Look at Isaiah’s response… 
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Verse 5 Then I said, 

 “Woe is me, for I am ruined! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
And I live among a people of unclean lips; 
For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 

• It is equally as fitting to close this lie out by quoting A. W. Tozer again… 

“The Church has surrendered her once lofty concept of God and has substituted for it one so 
low, so ignoble as to be utterly unworthy of thinking worshipping men.  This she has done 
not deliberately but little by little and without her knowledge, and her very unawareness 
only makes her situation all the more tragic.” 

• Lie #1: “God is not a whole lot different from me.” 

o Wrong.  He is wholly, entirely, totally and altogether different than you – because He is 
Holy and He is God! 

o We would all be wise to consider the words of the Psalmist. 

 Psalm 46:10…Cease striving and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. 

o Cease striving and you will soon discover that there is a big difference between God and you.  

LIE #2 GOD ISN’T ACTUALLY INVOLVED IN OR CONCERNED WITH THE DETAILS OF MY LIFE. 

• This lie is whispered into the minds of men almost daily by Satan.  He knows that if he can 
make a man think that God is only interested in him when he’s in church or attentive to him 
when he cries out in prayer, he has won a great battle in the heart of that man.  

• The idea that God is too big, too busy, or has much greater concerns than my little troubles or 
joys, is a lie that removes one of God’s greatest attributes… 

His omnipresence.  

o “His bigness isn’t the kind of bigness that overlooks smallness.  Rather, it is a bigness 
that encompasses smallness.” – Robert Wolgemuth 

• God is with you always.  You can’t escape Him.  When you are asleep, awake, worshipping, or 
sinning, He is there.  

• “He does not farm out the management of the details to underlings while He looks after the 
big stuff.” – Robert Wolgemuth 

o When no one knows your hurting, He knows because He’s there. 

o When no one knows what’s in your burdened heart, He knows because He’s there. 

o When no one knows that you’re in sin, He knows because He’s there. 

o We can go nowhere to escape Him.  

 Psalm 139:7…Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 

• “Canon W. G. Holmes of India told of seeing Hindu worshipers tapping on trees and stones 
whispering “Are you there? Are you there?” to the god they hoped might reside within…God is 
indeed there. He is there as He is here and everywhere, not confined to tree or stone, but free in 
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the universe, near to everything, next to everyone, and through Jesus Christ immediately 
accessible to every loving heart.” – The Knowledge of the Holy 

LIE #3 I CAN EARN GOD’S FAVOR. 

• Just like the other lies that deal with God, this one is extremely common as well. 

• From the time we were little boys, we have all desired to please our parents, grandparents, 
coaches, pastors, and friends; it’s just part of our DNA. 

• But, in God’s economy, it doesn’t work that way.  We can work at doing the right thing, being a 
great guy, great husband, great dad, the best employee ever, and still go straight to Hell when 
we die. 

• Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, 

 Matthew 5:20…For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

QUESTION: So, to combat that lie, what shall we do? 

ANSWER: Jesus gives the answer while talking to Nicodemus. 

 John 3:3…Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 

• Christ’s statement to Nicodemus is His same statement to us men today.  The only way to find 
favor with God is to experience new life in Christ. 

• Jesus also said, 

 John 14:6…I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through 
Me. 

⬧ Through Him all men find favor with God! 

• Stop the striving to be and do good and cast yourselves on Christ.  He’s your only hope to earn 
God’s favor.  

LIE #4 THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GOD. 

• All a man has to do is look around the world he lives in to see and realize that men everywhere 
are seeking to find God in a multitude of ways.  

• This whole lie comes down to one simple question. 

QUESTION: Do you believe in the Scriptures?  

• If your answer is “yes,” then all we have to do is quote the verse we used earlier. 

 John 14:6…I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through 
Me. 

o If you believe the Bible to be God’s Word to mankind, then there is only one way to 
God…through Christ. 

o All other “ways,” all other “religions,” and all other “gods” are lies being whispered in the 
ears of men every day by the devil himself. 
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o Jesus said of Satan…“He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth 
because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for 
he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44b). 

LIE #5 CHURCH?  I CAN TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT. 

• Some years ago, this lie began to catch on with those who didn’t want to have to live under the 
“authorities” of the church. 

o There were those who believed that the church should be confined to the home, the family. 

o There were those who wanted a laid-back environment, like a coffee shop or restaurant.  

o There were those who didn’t need everyone else, just Jesus and his Bible, believing he can 
worship all by himself.  

• The problem with all of this is that none of them are wrong.  You certainly can worship in all 
those settings, but none of them are what is defined in the New Testament as “the Church.” 

• When the writer to the Hebrews said, 

 Hebrews 10:24-25…and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but  
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 

He was not referring to you in your Lazy Boy, or your casual meeting with a buddy or two at 
the coffee shop, or your sitting the entire family down in the living room for some prayer and 
Bible study. 

• Paul gives us some insight to the Church. 

 Ephesians 5:25-27…Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 

⬧ The sanctifying and cleansing and washing of His Church with the Word is meant to be 
mostly done in the context of the local church. 

• Saying that you love and serve Christ but you don’t care for or need His bride is foolish and is a 
lie of the devil. 

o He wants more than anything to separate you from the very thing you need most. 

• “No man is a rock.  No man is an island.  You and I need the body, even when it hurts to be 
there.” – Wolgemuth  

o And, I might add, the body needs you!  

CONCLUSION 

• Whatever lies we as men are tempted to believe, “Lies about God” are the most damning and by 
far, the most dangerous. 

• They destroy the truth about every other area of our existence. 
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• God is God, and we are not. 

• He is Holy, and we are not. 

• His Word is truth.  The only way that we can fight against the lies about Him is by seeking truth 
about Him from His Word.  It’s our only reliable source.  


