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Lesson 6 
Allison McAlister 

True Woman 201  
Element Six:  Responsibility 

A Small Group lesson to be taught on Sunday, September 22, 2019 

INTRODUCTION 
People often ask, “Should women work?”  The answer is, absolutely!  However, there is not a one-
size-fits-all description of what that means for every Christian woman.   

There are many factors that impact a woman’s decision about work including individual family 
circumstances, her season of life, her capacity, and her calling.  Those factors frequently change, 
and we have to reevaluate.  We must be careful not to pridefully think that our way is more biblical 
than someone else’s.  We cannot ever really know all that goes into someone else’s decision to stay 
at home or work part-time or even full-time. 

The question really isn’t, “Should women work?” but rather, “What is God’s view of work?”  

“How do I choose which work receives the most time and attention during this stage of my life?” 

“Am I giving my home the focus and priority God wants it to have?” 

“Am I determining the value of my work based on earthly or heavenly economics?” 

I. IT’S OFF TO WORK WE GO 
• Example: “Heigh-Ho” song from Snow White 

• The idea is portrayed that  

o work and home are separate spheres. 

o work only encompasses those activities for which you are financially compensated. 

o traditionally women’s only work was to cook, clean, and look after children. 

• This type of thinking began in the early 1800s.  Before that, businesses were home based.  

• There are numerous examples of women working in the Bible.   

o The Proverbs 31 woman was a real estate dealer, wholesaler, and an entrepreneur  
(vv. 16, 18, 24).  Women also were employed as tentmakers, designers, midwives, wet 
nurses, and professional mourners to name a few.  

o In Romans 16:3-16, Paul greets 28 friends and a third of them are women. He speaks 
with appreciation over their hard work. 

II. NINE TO FIVE 
• We’ve all heard the Dolly Parton song, and some may remember the movie.   

o Three working women overthrow their “sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical, bigot” 
male boss in order to move up the ladder for themselves.  The movie came out at the 
height of the feminist movement and is full of negative, derogatory messages about 
men.  
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o Nevertheless, it illustrates our culture’s underlying view about the nature and meaning 
of work.  We’re in it for what we can get out of it—money, prestige, affirmation, 
personal satisfaction, or retirement. 

A. Work was created to put the nature and character of God on display. 

▪ Work exists because we’ve been created in the image of the great worker, God.   

▪ We work because He works.  Work is God-ordained.   

▪ Its primary purpose is NOT financial gain but to glorify God. 

 John 4:34…Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and 
to accomplish His work.”  

B. All legitimate work is an extension of God’s work. 

▪ Medical work is an extension of the God who heals.  Design work is an extension of the 
Creator God.  Tidying a room reflects the work of the God who brings order to chaos.  
Soothing a crying baby reflects the God who comforts.  All legitimate work has value in 
that it is done for God’s glory. 

 Colossians 3:23-24…Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather 
than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 

C. Your work has eternal significance. 

▪ No legitimate work undertaken for the glory of God is menial or meaningless. 

s Jesus worked as a carpenter doing physical labor for much longer than He did as an 
itinerant minister.  

▪ What you’re doing is not just a job.  Before you existed, God uniquely and purposefully 
designed your gifts and abilities.  Your work matters to God.  Find what it is that HE 
wants you to do! 

III. EVERYONE’S GOT A JOB 
A. God wants you to be strategic in your allocation of time and energy. 

▪ Everyone has a limited amount of time.  Most of us can’t do all the things we’d like to 
do, so we have to say “no” to some things. 

▪ “Good, better, best, never let it rest till your good is better and your better best.” 

▪ We have it so much better than women did a century ago or even many women 
around the world today.   

▪ There are seasons of life when you may have more discretionary time than others. 
What will you do with it?  Go back to work outside the home?  Spend your days 
relaxing and having “me time?”  How about investing in younger women?  

s You have wisdom to offer as a more mature, experienced woman.   

▪ In every season of life, our decisions about the way we use our time ought to be 
based on Kingdom values rather than personal comfort or financial gain. 
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 John 6:27…Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which 
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the 
Father, God, has set His seal. 

B. Women who have been redeemed show it through “good works.” 

 1 Timothy 2:9-10…Likewise also that women should adorn themselves…10with what is 
proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 

 1 Timothy 5:10…Having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up 
children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if 
she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work. 

▪ In Acts 9:36-39, we read the story of Dorcas and how the women wept for her and 
spoke of the tunics and garments she had made for them.  

s If you died today, what would people remember about what you have done? 

C. Scripture promotes a gender-specific emphasis on work-responsibility. 

▪ We saw in True Woman 101 that the husband bears the primary burden of 
responsibility for economic provision while the wife bears the primary burden of 
responsibility for family nurturance.  That’s not to say women aren’t allowed to have 
a job outside the home. 

IV. WORKING WHERE? 
• We have all sent a family member to the store to pick up a few items for us, but often we 

give a reminder… “Do NOT forget ___________!”  We don’t mean to say that’s the only thing 
they need to get.  It’s just the most important thing.  

• Paul’s list in Titus is similar to that.  It’s not everything a Christian woman needs to 
have/do.  It’s more like the reminder to not forget the most important item.   

• You always need to make sure you’re not neglecting your family and your home.  This is 
the opposite of what the world will tell you.  

o “Women’s work within the home gives her no autonomy; it is not directly useful to 
society, it does not open out on the future, it produces nothing.”– Simone de Beauvoir  

 Proverbs 31:27…She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the 
bread of idleness. 

“Our homes are supposed to point people to Christ and give them a taste for their 
home in heaven.  They’re supposed to be glimpses of heaven here on earth.” – Nancy  

• This doesn’t mean you have to run yourself ragged by doing everything yourself.  You 
just need to ensure that everything gets done.  Guard against idleness. 

 2 Thessalonians 3:11-12…For we hear that some among you are leading an 
undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. 12Now such persons 
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their 
own bread. 

▪ To be idle is to “not be working or active,” to habitually avoid one’s 
responsibilities, or to fill one’s time with things of no real worth or significance.  
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Idle people are often extremely busy.  They’re just not doing anything that has 
eternal significance. 

• We must be diligent workers in whatever sphere(s) He has placed us for the blessing of 
others and the glory of God. 

V. IMPORTANT WORK TO DO 
• There’s always something to do to keep us from what we really should be doing.  Satan 

wants to distract us, get us off track, confuse our priorities, and keep us so busy that we 
just won’t have time to do what’s most important.  The feminist movement taught women 
to disdain household chores as trivial, unimportant, and demeaning.   

• Young, old, single, married, divorced, widowed, student, executive, or homemaker… 
regardless of your particular circumstance, the Lord wants you to recognize the value of 
the home.   

• Whether it’s a house, an apartment, condo, or dorm room, your home isn’t just a place to 
eat, sleep, and hang your purse—it’s an important venue for doing good works.   

• What is your vision for the vital role your home can play in furthering the kingdom of God? 
Our church gives you all sorts of opportunities to open your home…housing someone 
during the TCC, small group fellowships, discipleship/accountability, etc. 

• We give priority to managing household responsibilities in order to create a peaceful, 
orderly, welcoming environment conducive to nurturing and growing disciples for the 
kingdom of God.  

• Example: Mary Kassian Google map ministry sites in or near Edmonton, Canada 

o Would your name/home pop up on Google maps for the Shoals area or wherever you 
live? 

 Titus 3:8…This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you 
to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in 
good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. 

 Titus 3:14…Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing 
needs, so that they will not be unfruitful. 

REMEMBER:  

The Lord places great value on the work of the home and so should you. 

Satan will try to distract you from what’s most important by keeping you busy with lesser things. 

Understand the seasonal nature of our lives as women. 

It is an incredible privilege and responsibility to steward the various gifts and relationships the 
Lord has entrusted to you.  Your aim is to work for God wherever you are. 

 

 


