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Lesson 2 
Shirley Bickley 

True Woman 201  
Element Two:  Honor 

A Small Group lesson to be taught on Sunday, August 25, 2019 

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.”  
– A.W. Tozer 

INTRODUCTION 

We encounter experiences during our lifetime that stir up deep respect and reverence. 

A visit to the Pearl Harbor and USS Arizona Memorial would most likely be a moving experience.  It 
would be solemn and sobering to take in such a place filled with great historic importance.  It would 
evoke such respect that cell phones would be silenced, and men would remove their hats.  

Perhaps a visit to an ancient and grand cathedral would stir up deep emotion and a sense of awe 
upon entering such a place. 

All of these earthly monuments may produce a somber hush.  We would truly pay our respects to 
the soldiers who died that fateful morning of December 7, 1941, and we would truly be stunned by 
the glorious architecture of such magnificent and beautiful structures. 

Just as this type of honor and reverence stirs up a devotion and desire to remember and respect 
moments and places in history, the Lord stirs a woman to dedicate herself to serving Christ. 

A reverent woman lives a God-centered life.  She seeks to honor Him with every attitude, thought, 
and action.  She cannot do this in her own strength.  She must see how great a love the Father has 
bestowed upon us, that we would be called “children of God.” 

“Some people think that this kind of woman is joyless or dour, always somber.  To the contrary, 
reverent women should be winsome.  In His presence is fullness of joy.” – Nancy DeMoss 
Wolgemuth 

 Titus 2:3…Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips 
nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good. 

⬧ Our aim is to make much of Christ. 

I. MIND YOUR MANNERS 
• Reverence is a critical virtue for women of every era. 

• Paul tells Titus that older women are to be reverent in their behavior.  God’s true woman is a 
woman of praise and fear of the Lord.  The fear of the Lord is “reverential awe.” 

 Isaiah 8:13…But the Lord of hosts, him you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, and 
let him be your dread. (ESV) 

 Revelation 15:4…Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone 
are holy. All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been 
revealed. (ESV) 

• Defining reverence 
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o Greek – the idea of being sacred, holy, or consecrated to God with that which is fitting, 
right, or appropriate.  The root meaning is “priest like.”  It is “conduct appropriate to a 
temple.” 

• Displaying reverence  

o This stems from sound doctrine. 

o Older women will display reverence in their behavior.  The pattern of her life is turning 
from sin and obeying His Word.  She has an ever-awareness and constantly is conscious 
of her Holy God’s presence.  

 Psalm 16:11…You will make known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness 
of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever. (NASB) 

 1 Corinthians 6:19…Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? (NASB) 

II. Giving Precedence 
• This temple is the very presence of God and not a temple made by human hands (Acts 7:48). 

• You are the temple of God!  That is why He desires our behavior to be holy and reverent. 

• Ladies, this is not a “to do list” or a feeling. 

• This is “temple appropriate” conduct flowing out of a true woman.   

o She cherishes and loves the Lord her God.  She fears Him and keeps His 
commandments.  She listens to His voice and serves Him.  She clings to Him 
(paraphrase of Deuteronomy 13:4). 

• She has a new walk fearing God.   

o As Paul said, You no longer walk just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind 
(Ephesians 4:7). 

o This could also be said of the Cretans of Paul’s day. 

• She keeps her mind on things above: 

o Christ is the One who died for her in a much more glorious way than any American 
soldier.  The One Who dwells in her body as His temple is a much more glorious 
presence than any ancient cathedral.  

o This is key if we desire to be reverent! 

• She is profoundly mindful that He sits at the right hand of God and that His sacrifice for sins 
for all time is perfect (Hebrews 10:12). 

• She gives precedence to King Jesus now.  

 1 Timothy 1:17…Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

• She desires to adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things (Titus 2:10). 

o In other words, her life is to be about bringing beauty to her behavior, thus beautifying 
the Gospel. 

o It is only by His grace that she will be able to do this (Titus 2:11-12). 
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III. ME-FIRST MISTAKE 
• Just as vandals desecrate memorials, we dishonor our Lord.   

• Paul now gives two examples of irreverent behavior in Titus 2:3. 

 Malicious gossip (NASB)  Slander (ESV) 

▪ The Greek word for “slander” is diabolos…the Devil! 

▪ Gossip is malicious and slander is a report meant to harm a good name and 
reputation of another.  They are both rooted in “self-promotion.”   

⬧ This should greatly bother us that when we gossip, we are imitating Satan.  
⬧ O Lord, crucify our deceptive hearts and save us from this deception! 

▪ Ultimately, gossip and slander dishonor Christ our Savior, and hurts His reputation 
and His church.  We must dig this bitter root out of our hearts by repenting.  Confess 
it as sin!   

 1 John 1:9…If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (ESV) 

 James 3:6…And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set 
among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of 
life, and set on fire by hell. (ESV) 

⬧ What strong language James uses to describe our tongue. 

 James 3:8…But no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. (ESV) 

▪ Ladies, gossip/slander is evil and poisonous, and it has no place with a true woman 
of God.  We cannot tame it, we must rely on His grace and run to the cross where He 
paid for this sin along with so many others.  

⬧ Just as the hymn writer says, “Jesus, keep me near the cross, there a precious 
fountain.”  O, how we need Him! 

• Paul continues to point out more dishonoring sin in verse 3:  enslaved to much wine. 

o The literal Greek translation is “addicted.”  

o Drunkenness, of course, is not befitting of a true woman of God. 

• These things that dishonor Him are polar opposites of an attitude of reverence.  These are 
speaking of self-promotion, self-gratification, and self-indulgence.  

o Keep this in your mind and heart:  It is all about Christ; He is what matters!  I am loved 
by the King of the ages; may I honor and glorify Him. 

• Remember in Genesis 25:29-34, Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of stew – what an 
example of short-term gratification.  He was centered on his feelings rather than the 
blessing of his father. 

• The root problem is an attitude of entitlement. 

QUESTION: How many times have I chosen (been enslaved) to this same type of self-
indulgence (i.e. shopping, TV, social media…so many things)? 

• We have idols in our hearts.  Think of all the times our focus is on what others think of ME.  
We are worried, anxious, and bothered by so many things (Martha in the book of John). 

• Our idols include:  Power, pride, respect, lust, romance, security, vanity, greed, self-esteem. 

• It is good to strengthen the heart with grace. 
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• This week meditate on the steadfast love of the Lord and how nothing can separate us from 
Him!  

• The more we look unto Jesus and go to His cross, the more we will love Him.  Then we will 
truly desire to be reverent in our behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine. 

• It will take His love and His grace for this to happen.  

IV. NO SASSY GIRLS  
• A true woman is reverent.  She makes much of Christ.  Everyone is to honor the Lord and 

others.  However, Paul has laid out a gender specific “curriculum” which is for the church 
then and now.  Reverence is a trait of particular importance for women.  Pray to be 
strengthened in the Lord. 

• Proverbs instructs that strength and dignity are her clothing (31:25). 

• God created:  Male and female.   

o He instituted marriage for a specific reason.  Gender and marriage exist to tell the 
incredible story of Jesus.  

o The Bible indicated there’s a clear and corresponding parallel pattern between three 
relationships:  Husband/Wife, Christ/Church, and God/Church. 

• God created:  Two sexes that we might shine the spotlight on the Gospel from different 
angles. 

o Only women are uniquely qualified to be a bride even if she never marries.  Therefore, 
a woman has the capacity to display “the bride” part of the redemptive story in a way 
that a man cannot.   

o Only she can reflect truths about Christ’s relationship to God in a way that a man 
cannot. 

• Jesus was the epitome of reverence to His Father.  Ultimately the story of bride and groom 
points to the story of THE Groom and THE Bride – Christ and His Church. 

• We are all capable of irreverent, crass, rebellious attitudes.  As He grows us in His grace 
and brings us to a place of humility, we then are able to display a respectful and reverent 
spirit.  

V. GROWING REVERENT  
 Proverbs 22:4…The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is riches and honor and life. 

 Proverbs 29:23…One's pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain 
honor. 

GROWING OLD AND REVERENT 

• Older women are to be reverent…so are younger women to aim for reverence. 

• The woman of more years of life has had her reverence tested in the school of hard 
knocks.  Hopefully, she has learned to make much of Christ, to be humble, kind, and 
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selfless.  She has learned (not to perfection) to surrender her tongue to the control of the 
Holy Spirit and by God’s grace. 

• Women who have cultivated the inner beauty of a reverent spirit become more beautiful 
with age. 

• May we long to be “godly old ladies.”  We must be intentional about this only by His 
enabling grace.  


